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To the Miniſters ad Churches of our: Lord 
CurisT in Vew-England ; Grace, Mere 
Peace be multiplied. 


Reverend, Henoured and Beloved, 


lo we really tho't, that this publick Ae of 0 urs | 
needed an Apology; we ſhould doubtleſs have excus 'd© 
ſelves theWork that might make ſuch an one become necelk at 
Ss For we aflure all that ſhall read what we have written, « it + UE 
we have no Time to ſpare from the..neceflary | Buſineſs 7 TON» | 
ſtantly ariſing among our particular Flocks; ſo had we /any p- jr 
Surpluſage of Time, we ſhould have hittle Inclination to C n -"M we 2 
ſume it in Controverſies ; much leſs in controverting with # 
Reverend Mr, Balch, for whom we- have an Eſteem, far: 
many good Qualities. Nothing but a Perſwaſion, that rity 
to that great Maſter who hath put us into the Montag an 
Faithfulneſs to his Flock, calls us, cou'd have induc'ay 
take upon us this troubleſomeOffice. For judging theory 
- DoQtrine with which we have to do (ſome of then 
to be of the greateſt Importance, and ſecing none elſe blick! 
engage in their Defence, when thus openly attaerc'c | ws. aid 
at length to our ſelves, We alſo will ſhew our Opinion, If i 
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be aſk'd, why fo long a Delay ? We reply, partly thro? 

that ſome other of our Brethren wou'd prevent us this Lal 

| and partly thro' deſire that Mr, Ba/ch might have Opporta 
| of ſober Refleftion on what he had publiſhed ; which pert 
- might influence him to retra& the moſt offenſive Matters " 
ſuperſede our Remarks, Aſking your Pardon fort what Veal 
neſſes. you may find in this Conflict for the Truth, tog f 
barry your Prayers for the Smiles of Heaven upon it, we fi 
cribe, &. 4 
Your Fellow-Servants, and Brethren in the Ge/h of Grin gf 


& pfwich, May 30th. Samuel joe ofuog "= 
ot an John App 
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<< THIS Word Only, which now-a- Days they ſhout 2t|ſo in Luther, 1$ re- 
Swverently heard and read in the Writings of the Fathers, faith Z raſmus, For 
St. Ambroſe ſaith, This is the Work of God, that he which believeth in (God, 

- ſho! I be ſaved without Warks freely, by Grace 'only recerurng. the Pardon of bys Sans, 
ws 2s em faith (on Kom.' 3. 27.) But what is the- Law of Faith ? Even to be 
Rredby Grace: Here the Apoſtle Iheweth the Goodneſs \of God, who not 
7 ting "ry us, but alſo juſtifieth and gloriheth us, uſing no Works hereunto, 
2 = but requiring #a:th only. Baſil faith, This is true and perfe&t Rejoicing in 


So 


bf Ft , When a Man is not liſted up with his own Righteouſneſs, but knoweth 
mumſelf to be void of true Righteouſneſs, and to be juſtmed by Faith only in 

y | Ot mt Theidoret faith, We have not believed of our own. Accord, but be- 
Ing called we come, and being come, he exacteth not Purity and Innocence 
—of Life at our Hands, but Faith: only for the Pardon of our Sins. - Bernard 
fai =, Whoſoever is touched with a Senſe of his Sins, and hungreth after Righ- 
"Os is. let him believe in God that juſtifeth Sinners, and being juſtified by 
ih ah, he ſhall have Peace with God. 


Dr. Joun Wurrte, 
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J are not the Condition of Juſtikcation, yet they are the Evidences 
; Faitt Juſtihes, and Works juſtify : James 2. 24, 7 /ee then, hot that 
| by Works a Man 1: Taftified, and not by Faith only. By the Righteouſneſs of 
F; I ' we are acquitted from Sin, and by the Righteouſneſs of Works we are 


ace 1 from Guile and Hypocriſy. --- Tho' Works have nothing: to do in 
ihe C: Court of Heaven, in Matter of Juſtification. ; yet they have a Voice of 
Te __ in the Court of Conſcience. --- Faith gives us 4 Title to Chriſt's 


vineſs ; but Works give an Evidence of it. 


R Dr. MaxTon, | Vol, 3. Page 28. 
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I. ON SOME Wy Mm 
Unſound Dottrites, + 
Propagated by the Rev. Mr. William bo { 
TIAL) (69:1) COECIECI AG AA WE Ott) AK.) +] 
L - 4 1 E Rev. Mr. Balch having thres Years ago | : liſhe  %p 
; 7 SERMON, upon Faith and Herfs, wherein yi 
; = hend that there are Opinions di Iged C os 
true Script ure- Doctrine of '7u/tif;;ation; andh 
; that in an APPENDIX tor a Pamphlet benrinntl 
g tember 11. 1744, rehearſed and defended other EX 
y tionable Tenets ; We ſhall, withlall proper© Regaryls 
his Perſon and Station, freely give our; I'h 1 
theſe his Writings, ſo far as we think peeling, -M 
| "> ff 
y Firfl, We ſhall offer|our Thoughts | relating to fo _ -xceptionati tld 19%, | 
| which we find in his ſaid SER Mow, entitled, The Apoſtles St. Ay at ® 
JaMEs KRerconcil d, with reſpeCt to Faith and I/orts. | F > (he's 
As to this Diſcourſe, We are offended with the Des16N of the Piece, .and _ 
his METHOD of proſecuting that Deſign, = RF: VE 
_ we 21 
Z I. The evident DEs1GN of the Sermen (in our Apprehenſion) i is to Fit ute 
- to Y/orks, or chriſtian Obedience, ſuch a Part in Man's Futification, > 235.is con-- | 
$ , trary to. the Scripture, the infallible Touchſtone of Truth,! and inconſiſtent” = 
by the Divinity of the Reformed Churches in their pureſt Eſtate : : fromp| th hich _ 
we are taught, that/it is Faith, and that Only, which Joffe in the. moſt in 
NM denſe of the Term, abs, ED 
> | ; E7% & 
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2 _ to avoid all Room for Miſconftruion, when we ſpeak of Juſtification 
” by Faith alitie, we would not be underftood, as if Faith were the meritorious 
| Cauſe of our Juſtification, or that we are juſtified for our Faith ; it is Cyr1$T 

= So juſtifies in this Senſe : But our Intent is, that our. Faith is the alone 
e (on our Part) by which the Redeemer's juſtifying Righteouſns/5 be- 
$ ours, and we juſtified thereby. . Rom. 3. 24, 25. Being juſtified freely 
his Grace, thro* the Redemption which is in Teſus Chrift ; whom God hath 
get forth to be a Propitiation, thro* Faith in his Blaxd, &c. Nor do we accuſe 
= Mr. Balch as direaly and explicitly placing the Works of the Law in the 
* Room of Chriſt's Merits, reſpeting Man's Juſtification, ſeveral Paſſages in 
|  # us Sermon carrying a Face to the contrary ; but rather as Joining Works with 
none, ifmnot ſetting them alone, as the Condition of our receiving Juſtification 
4 y Chrift's Merits. We ſay if not ſetting them alme--- becauſe, if Mr. Balch, 
5F in what Ms on our Juſtihcation he allows to Faith, do conſider Faith 
of meerly as a H ork, and not as a gracious Act of ſpecial Efcacy and Signihcan- 
CY, Arte apde the Soul becomes myſtically and fpiritually united to the Redee- 
partake: of "his Righteouſneſs, and derives a Power of performing Goed 
z If, we ſay, it be under this Notion and in this Light, that he conſiders 
alt dy as aRing i its Part in our Juſtification ; then we think that he makes 
ori aloe the Method or Condition of our receiving Chriſt's juſtifying 
lerits. 
* But let the Matter of Offence be, his jorning Norks with Faith, as the Method 
| 4 * or Condition of our recervmg, and becoming entitled to Chriſt” s juſtifying Merits. 
=TFo prove that this is Matter of Fat, it would be eno' to aſk, Why elle is 
- be fo much concerned to enervate the Teftimony for Juſtification without 
4 which is uſually-brought from the Words of the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. 
PT verefore we conclud? that a Man is juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds 
e Law g? Why #*.an_ whole Sermon compos'd, preach'd and publiſh'd, 
ing another Way of reconciling St. Paul and I James, than that com- 
fol | hooves ? And why ſo unnatural and violent .Confſtruttion put upon 
2 of "Deeds of the Law, but to prevent his Fuſtification by Works being condemn'd 
- Hr3H and to explode Juſtihcation by Faith only * 
ut beſides this ſtrong [mplication, his Defign of joining Man's FParks with 
is Faith i n Juſtification, | is open and avowed throughout his Sermon, 
Let it be remembred in the firſt Place, That whereas the Apoltle Zames, 
in that Paſſage, whoſe Reconciliation with the Apoſtle Paul he hath undertaken, 
_ faith, T bat by H/orks a Man is juſtified, Mr. Balch hath abundantly declared 
: itt be his Opinivn, That St. Fames's Fuſtification is none (other than that 
yp Dy great and important Juftincation, 4+ which includes in it Remiſſion of Sins, 
6 BE and the divine Acceptance, and puts a Man in the Way of eternal” Lite.” , 
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© Again, Page 9. he ſays, << We may in the nextPlace inquire, what he intends , « 
IS. -y Paith and I/o ks, by which he ſays a Man is juſtihed ; for this is clearly 
© implied, when he afferts, that a Man is juftified by Wark, and not by Faith 
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only----that they mult be 42> zogetber in this Aﬀair, ( let any ſay what they 
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And Page 11. <©* But only as they ( i. e. Forks ) are togetber 1 wih Faith, | 
« the Condition of the Goſpel-Covenant, and what God requires on -Sur Part 
« ir order to our inheriting eternal Life, which Jeſus Chrift hath purchaſed.” 
And Ibid. <* But he firft by his Goſpel and Grace brings Men thro" Faith 
« and Repentence, to true Goodneſs, to a ſincere, tho* imperfect Confor+ 
«© mity to the divine Will ; and then has obtain'd the; Acceptance:of God 
«« and eternal Life for them.”” And again, Page 19. 5+ For the I fay, 
<« not as the Way to merit Heaven, but only as the Way to comts: to the 
«© Enjoyment of that Poſſeſſion purchaſed for them by the Lord Jeſus Thrift, "" 
And 'in Page 20. we find him ſaying, 4+ And is not this agreable, not only 
«© to| the whole Current of the Scripture, but alſo to the beft FRinſon of 
&« Mankind ? which hath ever told them, that if they would pleaſe God, 
& it muſt be by doing well : That if they would be acceptable in Hig Sight, 
« it muſt be by an Imitation of him in his moral PerfeRions.” And VFage 22. 
«© 'The inſpired Writers univerſally agree, and this is ithe whole Tendency 
<< and Scope of their Doctrine everywhere to afture us, that WWelt«oing is 
«© the Way to Acceptance and Favour with God thro* Chriſt.” Ani p.25.. 
«« Whereas, methinks, any .one might perceive, they (i. e, Works) are: 
« neceſſary on our Part; i» order to our receivihg it { i. e. Heaven, ) as a. 
« free Gift of God, thro* Chrift.” With many*ther! Paſſages of the like 
Nature. 

And now, Is this the ſcriptural Doctrine of Jufification ? ? Is this Abcount of 
it agreable to the Principles of the reformed Churches * | 

As to the Scripture, all we ſhall ſay at preſent is, -4.-That the Text in. 
Rom, 3. 28, which Mr. Balch hath ſo ftrenuouſly laboured to make ſpeak | 


favourably of his Opinion, will, after all-that he hath done, be an. eternal | | 
Confutation of it, |For it aſſerts, T hat a Man is juſtofied by Faiths, Sith, L. 
the Detds of the Law | Which Deed; of the Law, we hope in the Sequel to |. *T- 


prove, to be none other, than thoſe Forks to which Mr, Balch attribuzes our” 
Juſtification, So that the Apoſtle Paul and he will appear to have iz very 
different Sentiments reſpeCting Juſtification, More {(criptural Proof my OCcur 
hereafter, 


What the Judgment of the reformed Charches hath been, reſpeQin ris ime | 


portant Article of our Salvation, we mean our 7uftification, we ſhali now 
conſider. "The ancient Fathers of "the chriſtian Chuxch were fax, from 
Mr. Balch's Opinion, as we have ſhewed in ſome Inſtances, from Dt.z#hbite, 


in the Beginning of this Eſſay : And many more of them! might be cited to | 
the ſame Purpoſe. The Romiſh Church indeed, confounding Fuſtificatiss with | 


Santtification, and xm", that the {mputation of Righteouſneſs, implies! nothing 
elſe, than the /nfu/ior (4 ighteouſnaſs, i.' e. the Quality of Righteouſnel;, into 
2 Man will in this 

it is by Grace wrought within us, "" Werks of Righteouſneſs and (þarity 
performed by us, that we become Entitled to the Redemption purchzfed ” 


articular readily concur with him, in ſayinſ,: That. 


Chriſt, "This is Part of the DoQtrine of the Council of | Trent; as ati} one | 


my read that” pleaſes. But when that God, who Cauſed the Lights bh 
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— out of Darkneſs,” was pleaſed- to .diſpell-the Shadows of the. Night, that had 
{ long covered 'the' chriftian World, and bring on the Reformation ;_ theſe 
popiſh Abſurdities, relating to Juſt! fication, were rejected among other Er- 
rors of the Mother of Harhts. And we think. Mr.” Balch has not done 
Juſtice to the Brit/h Reformation, when he jinfinuates (p. 12, 30,) | That 
they were the wnrequired and wuncommanded Works of the apoſtate Church, 
which our reforming Fathers had in their Eye, when they taught Juſtifh+ 
cation by Faith, without Works. *Tis evident that they meant the Deeds 
of the moral Law; ; "required and commandid Works. As may be ſeen” by 
reading the Xlith, XIlth and XIlIth of their XXXIX Articles ; which  re+- 
move the Confuſion and Falſh-od, with which Pppery had defhl'd Chriſt's 
pure Doctrine, and diſtinguiſh between Tuſtihcation and Sanctifhcation ; | af- 
arming, that we are ju/tified for the Merit of Chriſt, by Faith, and! that 
only ; ; and that Good Horks are fo far from bearing| any Part in our Juftifi- 
cation, that they evermore fs//ow after Tuftification, and are the Fruits of 
that Faith, by which we are juſtified, 

Article XI. << We are accounted righteous before God, only for the 
© Merit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chri/? by| Faith, and not for our 
£« own Works or Deſervings. W herefore, that we are juſtihed by. Faith 
only, is-a moſt wholſome Doctrine, and' full of Comfort ; as more largely 
& is expreſs'd in the Homily of Tuf! ifhcation,”” | 

Article XII. 4+ Albeit that Good forts, which |are the Fruits of Faith, 
«and follow after Juſtihcation, cannot put away our vin, and endure 
«© the Severity of God's Judgment ; yet are they  pleating and- acceptable 
*© to Godin 'Chrift, and do ſpring out neceſſarily. | from a true and liyely 
«© Faith ; inſomich that by ' them a+ lively #4 aith may -be as - evidently 
& known, as a Tree is diſcetned by: the Fruit.” 

Article XII. <** Herts done before the Grace of Chiiſt, and the Inſpi- 
«© ration of his Spirit, are not pleaſing to God ; foraſmuch as they ſpring 
© not-of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, &c.”” 

In this Extract trom 'the Articles of the Engl Chu ch, we not- only 
ſee, that ſhe diſclaimed all Juſtification by Goed forks but are furniſhed 
avich an Argument, why Works cannot juſtify ; wvrz. Becauſe they have 
» Being | until after Juſtification. 

Let-us in the next Place caſt our Eye upon the\-H e/fmimn/fer-C -onfeſſion 3 
and fee if the IPe/imin/ter-Aflembly of Divines \were not. of the: ſame Q- 
pinion. 

Chap. Xt. concerning Fu/iffcation. £4 Thoſe whom, God, effeRually 
Cc Sloth then. he alſo juſtifeth, nat by Infoline Righteouſneſs. into them, 
6 but by pardoning their S1Ns,” .and by accountng and accep! NZ their 
« Perſons as righteo ous ; not for -any I hing wrought in; them, or .done!b 
«them, but for Chrift's Sake - alone ; ;nor: by imputing Faith itſelf; .the 
&«& Act of believing, or | any other evangelical Obedience to them, as their 
— © Riphteouſneſs:; but by imputing the” Obedience and SatisfaRion of 


= 4 Chriſt unto them ; ;/ they "receiving and: refling on him, and his Righte- 


++ © guſneſs 
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« obſneſs by Faith ;- which: Faith they w"_ riot of meme, i ie __ 
<< Gift of God. 55 

« Faith, thus receiving and! reſting on Chriſt and his' | | 
4 the” Alone In/trumine of. Juflification 3 yer"it is mot alone in juſtj- 
« fied, but'is ever accompanied: with all other ſaying Graces," and. is $1 _ 
66 Faith, but worketh'8y Love.” * 

Oar" New- En olard-Confeſſuonof' Faith is nearly the ſame, inapIy Woes only 
differing;--- Mr. Balch's DoQrine is therefore cofitraty to tht=Articles' wot he 
Church of England; and the' Meftminfter and! New England Confefh 
conſequently: ſtands condemned! by them. They! all agree, 'yjaat' no” = is 
juſtified on account of any Thing wrought 1 in him or done þy him, but' b 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, which he' receives by" Faith wily'; ; tho® Wit Faih|hs'! not 
Alone in the Perſon: juſtify*d. 

And we'mightieaſily cite Paſſages out of the Writings of OR of hi 
eminent Divines of our Country, who having wrote long ſine our” F 
Confeffion was agreed to, and with general: Approbation, it wut 
an/ Argument of theſe Churches general Adherence' to the” ſort1ely 
Principles. We ſhall mention two Gentlemen only, 'remathable of their 
Learning and Orthodoxy, vis, Mr. Preſident W1iLEARD, and Dr. CorTon 
MaTHtr. The Former ef theſe, in his LeQures on the Aer; eataly's Caterhi/m, 
exprefies himſelf thus,---** It is by Faith alone, | that we rECeteE this z. 
5 teouſneſs, and fo are juſtified : And when we ſay, that *tis ith als t 
« juſtifieth, it|is in Oppoſition to every other Grace in us, an{ al! the 
«« of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs done by us. This is the Otha} Grace, the 
« hath any Hand in the Juſtification of a Sinner hefore God. ®* The Latter , 
thus,---<* Faith is the Inſtrument of our Juſtification. By F4ith we —_— 
« and apply the Righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he's r Juſtifica 
« before God. ------ Faith doth not juſtify us, as'it is a wi: —_ it |is 


« [nfirumentally, and Relatively, and becauſe it carries us to th&iR in Go 


«© of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” See' his Sermon, intitled, The aaa 
But ſome will anſwer'perhaps, Our Fathers, wbere| are they ? ices 0 
Divines' are in their Graves, and the preſent Generation of \Heers 
think and teach otherwiſe. We hope, not ſo; howſoever ſors: Perf: 
far, and others ih. We hope, the Approvers of Mr. Balch's 'Sermi 
comparatively few. And we have not been able-to read or hear thy, projenys Ee 
Paſtors of our Churches repreſented a« generally Arminianizing,” Tiki 
Degree” of Indignation; To be ſure, the printed Works" of any of then 
wipe oft this Reproach ; and notwithſtanding the Accuſations' e E this 
which have been thrown out againſt our Colleges, it 'is no ſmall Pleaſure o us 
to find, that the Drvimity, which is publickly Taught therein, is Hametri 
oppoſite to the DoQrine of Mr. Balch's Sermon, now under our Tonſidei 

And the preſent Reverend PRoFEss0R of , in Haryg 'd- Co, ot. i 
wins.” favour'd us with the Uſe of ſome of his Mansſcripts, on ab Jee; i  þ 
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we ſhall tranſcribe ſome Part of them, on the Suhjeat of "7uftificationy Not 
without hope, that our thus bringing his Thoughts and Reaſonings on this 
Subje&t to Light may be of Service to the Caufe of Truth, 
he Profeſſor, in his publick LeQtures Anne 1740, handling the important 

oubject of Faſti fication, \from Rom. IIL 24, 25. Being juſtified freely by his 
Grace, through the Redemption which is in"Feſus Chrift ; *wuhem God hath ſut\forth 
io 'bs.a* Profitiation thre? Faith in his. Blatd, t» declare his Righteouſneſs for the 
Remiſſion of Sins, which are paſt, thro' the Forbearance ef God :---At length pro- 
poſeth the following Queſtion, viz. + Whether it be by Faith only, that we 
are jultifted ?.. In way of Reply to which, he ſaith,+-- 4+ For the better un- 
derftanding.of this Inquiry, you muſt obſerve, 

4T. **.T hat the Meaning of it is not, 1#hether we are ſo juſtified by Faith 
*© Alone, as to exclude the Grace of God, or the Redemption which is in Jeſus 
* Ghrift, from a ſuperiour Influence, or Gauſality, in our Tuflification f Far it 
5-18 manifeſt from my Text itſelf, that our being jufAlified freely, by the Grace 
* of God, thro” the Redemption which is in Jeſus Ghri/t\, is very conliftent with 
& our being juſtified by Faith in his Blogd, And therefore the Defign of the 
&. Inquiry- is. only, Whether there be any Thing elſe in us, beſides Faith, 
*. whereby we are juſtihed ? 

Again, 

2.5 The Inquiry is not, Whether we are juſtihed by Faith, unattended 
«© by other Graces, and deſtitute of Good Works ? For'it is maintain'd by the 
«© Alſertors of Juſtification by Faith alone, that the Faith by which we are 
&. zuſtified, is evermore attended with all other| Graces which accompany 
&* Salvation; and is an aQtive abiding Principle of Obedience to the Will of 
« God: And that a Faith whick is not attended with other Graces, and pro» 
« ductive of Good Works, cannot profit us, being no better than the Faith of 
& Devils. And: therefore the Meaning of this Inquiry is, Whether -ahy 
+ Thing elſe i» #5, whether any, of thoſe Graces, which always accompany 
6 Faith an Jeſus Chrift, or: the Good Works which flow from it, have the 
«. ſame Concern and Influence in our Juſtification, | which Faith hath ? And, 
«. Whether we can be ſaid to be juſtited by them, in the ſame Sanſq, in which 
« we are ſaid to be juſtified by Faith ? 

& Now in Anſwer to the Queſtion, thus ſtated, I muſt fay, 'That it is by 
« Faith only that we are juſtified. That there is nothing clſe in us, not inclu- 
+ ded an the Nature of Faith, nor-is there any Thing that can be done by 
« us, Which can haye the/ſame Influence on our Juſtification, that Faith has; 
«. or by which we. can be ſaid, to be juſtified in the ſame Senſe, wherein we 
$ are ſaid tobe juſtified by Faith, 

Firſt, ** T here ts nothing elſe in us, not mchded in the Nature of Faith, which 
© hath the ſame Influence on our Fuſtification, that Faith has, or by which we 
«can be ſaid to be juſtified in the /ams Senſe, wherein we are ſaid to be 
* juſtified by Faith, E | 
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«© For, Fav : i540 | 
x... We are never in Scripture ſaid to beJ juſtified by {4 or bh, 'be 
any other Grace, as we-are often ſaid*to be gn Faith, © Nw alone is a 
ſtrong'Preſumption,” that Faith hath” ſome nfluence. on-rour” Juſifieation 
which is peculiar to itſelf, ſome Influence which no othth Grace hath, 

2, *« Faith is the only Grace by which the Union betweth, Chriſt 'and | Be- 

lievers is compleated on their Part. He dwelleth in'our” Hearts by Wpith, 
Eph. 4. 17. | As Chrift takes all whom” the Father hags given him for 
his ' own, | that he may give to them eternal Life, and1t the Bleffings 
preparatory to it, or comprized | m it'; {o they by Faith®' Yand 'not|any 0- 
ther Grace, receive him in the ſeveral Offices he exccutes ixþrder bereunto : 
And until| they thus receive him by Faith, tot withſtanditig the previous 
Purpoſes of his Grace towards them, they do! not become* aQtually| united 
to him ; becauſe that Conſent, in which ' the Union between Chritt and 
them is founded, is *till then wanting on their Part.” Now fince tis 
by Faith alone that'we become united to Chrilt, it muſt be by Faith Ht 
that we are juſtified. For it is our being © Feſus Chriſt, Sar is the Con» 
dition of his being made of God Righteouſneſs tous, 1 Cor," 1, 20. And be 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved, Eph.'z. 6. And hath: bl:/Jed * with 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chr:/t. 
* Secondly, T here is nothing which can be woe by us, | hereby te can 
be faid to \be juſtified im” the ' ſame" Senſe, in which we art. ſaid to be juſ- 
tified by Faith, For tho' the. Faith, whereby we are: piſtified, \be an 
ative abiding Principle of univerſal fincere Obedience te; the Will of 
God, and fo is evermore produQtive of Good Works ; bet theſe Good 
Works havg not the fame Concern in our Juſtification!" which | Faith 
hath, but this hath an-Influence peculiar to itſelf. It is 'he only Con- 
dition required \in'order to the Imputation of Chriſt's R; phteouſnels to 
us-; and ſopthere is nothing which can be done: by © us? whereby we 
can be faid to be juſtified, in the ſame Senſe wherein Wi. are laid to be 
o_ hed by| Faith :' as will appear if: we conſider, 


« x, That the Influence of Faith, and of Works, on our Ty fication ar 
rogonch in Scripture oppoſed to ach other. Flom Fo we ' "15 


gue, that we are juſtined by Faith only, or| by "Works only; 
Faith and Works together. Now that we are not juſtifizd by Kr 
only, © excluſive of Faith, is readily allow*d, | even by thiſe' he boy 


our being juſtify'd by Faith alone ; and that we are not t jul ified by Fai 


and Works together, as having each a like Influence, is mani feft from the 
Oppoſition in which the Scriptures often ſet them to' one aniither, ſo by 
the Former to exclude the Latter from the Buſineſs of our”; uſtieation 
according to| what we read, ' Rom. 3. 28. Therefore' we ,ogidluide that 
Man is juſtified by\ Faith, withiur the Detds of the Law.  $6'apain, = 
«55 6. To bim that worketh not, but believeth on\him that ju bs {each if the 'Uh 
SUL 
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'A « owt Horks. And to mention no more, the Apoſtle faith in -Gal. 2. 16, 


<2 bu rey tera Wirl is Law, but by the Faith 
i Way 


a wo have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that 1ve might be juſti- 
Jeſus Ghriſt, and not by the Horks of the Law. By by 
oy by: [ ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. 

a are not.jultifted by Works alone, nor by Faith and Works 
«= ( pay? _ remains .that we muſt be juſtified by Faith only ; that Faith 
« an Influence on our Juſtification. peculiar to itſelf, from which there- 
oy yu Works are.excluded ; and that: the rather, becauſe to admit Works to 
** the fame [ofluence: with Faith, in our Juſtification, is to e/tablih our own | 
« Righteouſneſs, and to exclude the Rightcouſnels and Grace of God, and the 
+ Redemption which: is in. Jeſus Chriſt, from the Influence and Cauſalicy 
«« which the Scriptures aſſign them in this Afﬀair, W hereas, on. the contrary, 
** the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith only, excludes our own Righteou(- 
* neſs, and pays all.due Honour to the Righteouſneſs and Grace of God, 
* and the Redemption, by Jeſus Chriſt. 1 es to ſay, 
> #6 2, That we cannot be ſaid to be juſtified by Works, in the ſame Senſe 
* in-which we are faid to be juſlited by Faith, Becauſe the Scriptures mt 

- **. only exclude: Works in general from ſuch an Influence on our Fuſtification ; 
« but in particular exclude Works of the moral Law, WVorks performed before 
© the, ceremonial Law was inſtituted, and H orks dane after Converfiom. Here are 
«: four Things, which it may. be worth while to- conhider the Evidence -of 
« giſtinRly. 

* 1. Then, the Scriptures exclude Warks in general, of what ee Fort, 
«« from ſuch an Influence an our Juſtification, as they aſcribe to Kaith The 
«+ Truth. of this/ is evident, not only, from the Qppolicion they are frequently 
«© {tt in.to-cach other, as was obſerved under the foregoing Head ; but alfo 

** becauſe the Scriptures don't only fay, {that we are. not juſtified by. the 

** Horks of the Law, but 2" we are not jultihed by Hf orks ; uling a-gene- 

« ral Term, .as in Rom. 4. '5- To him that worketh not, but believeth on him 

« that juſtifieth the Ungod, his # atth- 4s counted, for | Righteouſneſs. And: fo 

« Ver. 6. God-imputeth Righteouſneſs, without Horks, | To which we may 

5 add, 'That-the Reaſon which the Scriptures frequently , give for removing | 

9 Works from the/Bulinefs. of our Juſtihcation, is ſuch as reaches. a// Good 4. 
«: Works whatſoever ; for it.is to exclude Boaſting ; ' as we read, Rom. 4. 
$27, Hibere is Boaſting. them? I[t is excluded. By what Law? Of Works? I 
«« Nay, but by the Law of # aith. -So-again; Rom. 4. 2, 4. 1f Abraham 

$6 was juſtified by Horks, he hath wheresf to glory.---- Now to him that worketh 

« 5s the d not ns of Grace, but of Dehit. |Now if one great De- 

*« fign of excluding Works from ſuch x Concern in our Juſtification, as Faith 
$*« has, be 40 prevent Boaſting, then it is manifeſt that all Works whatſoever, 
©. upon which Men-can- pretend. to value themſelves, muſt be excluded ac- : 

«* cording to. the Reaſoning of the Scriptures. Becauſe that the better any ' 

«« Work is in its own Nature, the more apt Men will be to value them- C: 


«+: ſelves upon. it, and glory in it. 
« And 
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« And left | any ſhould  fay, that how rexdtalle foever_ 
may ſeem, yet it was not in-FaRt the Caſe of the gy upes may 
be imagined that the Apoſtle had an eſpecial Reference ? his Diſcourſe 
about Juſtification; but that they boaſted much more of Yheir ceremonial 
Obſervances, than of their Obedience to the moral Law ++ To corre 
ſuch a Miſtake as this, you may obſerve ; that the Phariſees in his oftenta- 
tious Prayer, recorded, Luk. 18. 11, 12. don't thank Gec;only, or prin- 
cipally, that he —_ Tithes of all that he poſſeſs'd ; but that he was mr 
as other Mem, Extortimers, Unjuſt, Adulterers :\ i. e. He! Yras no Tranſ- 
greſflor of the moral Law, And fo again we may obſerve, That in the 
very Epiſtle, wherein the Apoſtle infifts ſo mych upon. Juſtification by 
Faith, without the Deeds of the Law ; it is the moral Law chiefly, which 
be charges the Fews with priding themſelves in.| Rom.'2.'1ij, 18, 19, 20. 
« Behold ( fays he) thou art called a Few, and reſteſt in the Law," and 
makeſt thy Boaft of God; and knoweſt his |Will;* and;approveſt|"the 
Things that are .more excellence, being inftrudted out of the Law : \And 
art confident that thou thy ſelf are a "Guide of the Bling: a Light to 
them that are in Darkneſs; an inſtrutor of the Fooliſh; '& "Teacher of 
Babes : Which baft the Form of Knowledge, and of che <Truth of the 
Law'. Now to be ſatisfied what Law this was, which te Faw valued 
himſelf ſo much upon 3 you need only read what follows, \\a" Verſes, 2T, 
22, 23.'+ Thou that preacheſt, a Man ſhonld not ſtead, :>dft thou ſteal ? 
Thou that-ſaveſt, a Man ſhould not commit Adultery, ot! thou commit 
Adultery ? I hou that abhorreſt Idols, dofſt thou commit Sac filege ? Thou 
that makeſt thy Boaft of the Law, thro' breaking the Lavt "diſhonoureſt 
thou God-” | It is plain, that the Few diſhonoured God, by breaking the 
ſame Law he boaſted of 3' and that this was not the cervenwlul i iLaw, but the 
Maral, is evident 'from all the Violations of it, in which ty Apotile| in- 
ſtances. And-this'brings me to fay, 


© 2. "That the Scriptures very particularly kad Works of mp moral this, | 
from ſuch an Ifluence' an our "Fuſtification, as they aſcribe #9 Faith. The 


Truth of this, 1 think, will evidently appear to any: Man; who hall read 
the three firſt Chapters of the Epiſtle to the: Romans, with: de Attention, 
For there he will find; that it is the Law of Nature, or us, moral aw, 
which is all along ſpoken of ; and that they are: the Deedy' of this Law, 
which the Apoſtle is fo very careful to exclude from that ern in our 
Juſtification, which he afcribes to Faith, ' It is the Law -u;ten on Men's 
Hearts, Rom, 3- 15. The Law which forbids Theft, Adultei y, and Tdbla- 
try, Ver. 21, 22, The Law, by which is the Knnwledgy of " Gin 3 3 and 
by which «ll the World are become. guilty befers God, NV, " "0 2D, 
and no other, of which, and it's Deeds, the Apoſtle ſpcaks.” f 

« And that you may not think this ſtrange, I muſt procied "0 fay,-- 

$ 2. "That the Scriptures exclude Horks per formed before the. cremonial 1 
 2oas inſtituted, from an Influence on our Fuſti ation. The Pry th of tt 
© appears from the NEXT Chapter, where Abre Prey x } 
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£© not by Works, but=by Faith, and: that ' not in Circumciſion, but in Unctr- 
<© cumcaſion, Ver- 2\ 9," 10. I ſhall 'only add,--- 

£4. That the Scriptures, in like Manner, exclude Works done after Con- 
$6: werfran.. > This appears from the Caſe of Davig, who confefleth, Pal; r 40. 
<6: 3. and 143. 2. That n» Man'can ſtand before God in his own Righteouſ- 
<< neſs ; which he might do, if his Works could juſtify him. 

Thus Mr. Profeſſor hath, in what we have here tranſcribed from his 
Writings, ſhewed the Inconfliftency of Mr. Balch's Sentiments with the Juſti- 
hcation taught in' the Scriptures ; and we think there is no need of our adding 
anything further on this Head. 


And now we come, 

IL. To declare our ſelves offended with the Method, in which Mr, Balch 
bath proſecuted his Defign ; viz. By offering Violence, (as we apprehend) to facred 
Seripture ; giving an unſcriptural,defeftive dccount of juſtifying Faith ; and" miſ- 
repreſenting the Tenets of ſuch as think diver/ly from himſelf. 


(1.) We think it plain, that he hath forcibly but the Mouth of that Wird, 
which we eſteem our Oracle, that it ſhould not condemn his Fuſtification by Wars, 
For (to-paſs by many of his Gl/es on the Scriptures, which we can by no 
means approve) whereas the Apoftle Par! hath ſaid, Rom. 3. 25, -+-T hat a 
Man is juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds of the Low - Mr. Balch thinks he 
hath forever filenc'd this Teſtimony for Juſtification by Faith alone, by affirm- 
ing, That the Law meant by the Apoſtle, is the C:remonial Law, not the 
Mbral; and that the Deeds of the Law, are to be uuderſtood of the Rites and 
Ceremeics of the Moſaic or Fewiſh Diſpendſation. Now, that we may not be 

thought to wrong him in this Repreſentation ; we ſhall tranſcribe ſome Palſ- 
 fages of his Sermen, He hath theſe Obſervations in Page 15. ** In order 
& therefore to our underſtanding rightly what the Apoſtle means by Faith, 
&© without the Deeds of the Law ; "tis neceflary that we ſhould take into our 
& View, the Occaſion of his Writing this Epiſtle, together with thoſe Others 
& mentioned ; which was a Controverſy, which in that Day ſubſifted in the 
56 Church, about the Neceflity of Circumc;/ion, and of the other Feawih Rites 
.$ and Ceremonies. There were thoſe who blended Chriſtianity and Fudaiſm 
5 together, making an impure Mixture of the Law and Goſpe/ ; (not of chrif- 
& tian Faith and Obedience, as ſome have ungroundedly imagined, but of 
$6 the 7ewiſh Law and Chriſtian Religion.) --- + Now it was In Oppoli- 
© tion to zh1s prevailing Miſtake, that the Apoſtle Pau/ wrote moſt of his -E- 

&© piſtles ; and this is the true Xzy to a right Underſtanding: of him, Parti- 
<6 cularly i in confronting this Error, he aflerts the Neceſlity of #a:ith, and the 
«« Sufficiency of that alone in order to Salvation,””'---See alſo Page 16, 4* By 
«© the Deeds of the Law, he cannot poſſibly mean (what Libertines and Anting- 
© 2m7an5-would fain have him mean) Moral Righteouſneſs, and Obedience 
*« but he muſt intend the ewi/þ Rites and Ceremonies. And that theApoſtle 
« lon intend by that Phraſe, Circumci/ton, and the Rites and Ceremonies ks 
6c 
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«the Favih Law, is evident,”*--- And to omit many other | 

« ſame Import, ſce Page 18- ©* But now if we wo { of the Jewiſh 

«| Rites and Ceremonies z there is no Contradition at all. And a little 

lower, * And, by the Deeds of the Law, which'he (i. e. Paul) excludes from 

<< any Influence in this Aﬀair, intending the Riteg and Cere [ogy of the 
66 Fewiſh Law.” | 

Now that this Gloſs of Mr. Balch's (let him-have Lyopted it from whom he 
will) is a corrupt one, and a wreſting the Scripture| from its: genuine Senſe, 
we think is evident from what we have cited already on this Subſzt from Mr; 
Prefeſſor's Manuſcripts, For it may be eafily remembred how:h# hath cat 
ved and colleted from the three firft Chapters of the Epiſtle toy the R 
66| that it is the Law of Nature or Moral Law, which. is "all along ſpoken fr 
6 and that t! ey are | the Deeds of this Law, which the Apoſtle þ gut is {0 care 
6<| ful to exclude! from that Concern in our Juſtification, which ne aſcribeg to 
6 Faith: That the Law there ſpoken of is the Law: that is wrixten im Mems 
«| Hearts, the Law which forbad T heft, Adultery ant! [dolatry;;*the Law by 
«which was the Anowledge of Sn, and: by which @ll the Haxkt are become 
66 guilty before Gag, and no other ; of which and its Deeds the Apoſtle ſpeaks.” 
And it may be added, 'That'it is the Law, which was ot mad; Foid by Faith, 
but rather e/tab/i/hed\by it, Rem. 3. 31+ which cannot! be undefſt6od of the 
Ceremonial Law (for that is aboliſhed. not eſtabliſhed by Faith} but: of the 
Moral, which is eftabliſh'd by Faith, in more Senſes than one. 4 | 

But let us now confider, how Mr, Balch ſupports his explainin x of Rom.. 4. 
28. as ſpeaking of the Jewiſh Rites and Ceremmies under this Phrye, the: Daeds 
of the Law, And here we find his principal Arguments are twi., : Fitſt, he 
argues from the Occaſion and De/ign of the Apoltle's Epiſtle t& Ns 

and Secondly, From the otherwiſe irreconcileable ContradifFion theze would be 
between the two Apoſtles Paul and 7ames. 

Firſt, Mr. Bah inſiſts, that - the Occaſion and Defign of the poſi: Paul 
Epiſtle t3- the Romans, well attended to, will make it eqident, thutx$y the 
of the Law he mu/t mean the Deeds of the Ceremonial or Jewit! ras wr 
« 'The Occaſion of his Writing this Epiſtle (ſays he) was a Contreverſy, which 
« jn that Day ſubſiſted in the Church, about the Neceſſity &f Circumei 
«< and other Jewiſh Rites and Ceremonies. There were thoſe *vho'b 
«6 Chriſtianity and Judaiſm together ; making an impure-Mixtyri of the Law 
«< and Goſpel. -+- Now it was in Oppoſition to this prevailing iſtake, 
& the Apoſtle Pau! wrote molt of his Epiſtles, --- Particularly, j \confro 
« this Error, he aflerts the Neceſſiity of Faith, and the  oufficieney. of that alo! 
<< in order to Salvation.”” As we have cited hoy under vwther 
from the 15th Page of his Sermon. 

Mr. Balch's Argumentation is plainly this : The ſtle's chief 
his Epiſtle to the 7 pron being manifeſtly to exclude the Rites ot: the Cer 
nial Law, from a Place in chriſtian Divinity, upon a} Controy 
them; which had ariſen in the chriſtian Church ;z it is therefore 
4 theſe Jewiſh Rites and Ceremonics, and none pthery wy 
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which under the Style of the Deeds of the Law, he would exdude from any 
Part in our Zuftificatron. 

But what'if Mr. Balch is miſtaken, in what he takes to be the Occaſion ang 
Deſign of the: Apoſtle Paul, in| writing, moſt of his Epiſtles? We verily be- 
lieve he 1s miſtaken reſpeQing thisEpiſtle, with whichHimfſelf and We are now 
principally concerned, viz. that to the Remans, For greater Juſtice (in- our; 
as well as many other Men's. Apprehenſion)| would |be done the Apoſtle, if we 
ſhould ſay, that his- great Defign' in- this Epiſtle was to obviute ſuch Doc- 
trine as Mr. Balch has delivered to: the World in the Sermon now under Con- 
iideration. | And-if there be need to tell what was the Occaſion, let it be this : 
The Leaven of the Seribes and Phariſces, which conſiſted partly in their Db@rine 
of  Fuftification by Works, had already began to work among the Gentiles, as 
well as Jews: And reſpefting the Church of Rome in particular, the Apoſtle 
forefaw by. the prophetick: Spirit,. that in a ſhort Time it would prevail to 
leaven the whole Lump ;\ as indeed it did, becoming no ſmall Part of her odious 
WE Apoltacy, for which-Chriſt hath no Pleaſure in her. To juſtify which Opinion 
P—— . of ours, concerning the Occaſion and. Defign of the Apoſtle jn this Epiſtle ; Mr, 
| Balch knows, that many learned and judicious Interpreters Judgment might 
be produced: But we-chuſe to let the Apoſtle ſpeak for himſelf. So far is 
from Truth, which he obſerves ( Page 16.) that his Opinion is juſtified from 
many Paſſages in the Epiſtle ; that we think there are many Paſlages in it that 
plainly contradi. him. - For if thoſe Paſſages, taken Notice of in the three firſt 
Chapters by Mr. Profeſſer, do prove, that it is the Law of Nature or Moral 
Law, of which-the- Apoſtle ſpeaks in ſeveral Places ; then it cannot, conſiſtent- 
ly with Truth be ſaid, that the Matter of this Epiſtle argues his Deſign'to' be 
only-an Excluſion of the'Rites and Ceremonies of the Ferw;h Law : Or that 
the Occaſion: of his: Writing: was to confront the Miſtake of thoſ® who would 
mingle Zudai/m and Chriſtianity, at leaſt principally ; but rather the Error of 
thoſe,. who would make as impure a Mixture of Man's Obedience, with his 
Fanh ir applying' the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Juſtification, If- the Apoſtle 
herein affirms, that Abraham was juſtified, not by Forks, but: by Faith, and: 
that.even\in Uncircumeiſion, it is a Proof, that the Apoſtle's Defagn (in Part at 
leaft)-inthis Epiſtle: was to afſert Juſtification by Faith, in Oppoſition to 
Moral Works : Since Abraham's Juſtification by Faith, while in Uncircumci/ton, 
was of a/prior Date to' the” Ceremonial Law. $So alſo, if Stealing, and Adul- 
fery; and [dolatry be: Violations of the Moral Law ; |then it-is plain and+ evi- 
dent, that"it'is'the Moral Law, which the Apoſtle © hatly before his Eyesy 
Wc the: ſecond: Chapter'of this Epiſtle, and whereof he would ſhame, Men out of 

= their vain' Boaſting;  And/to omit a Multitude of other Paſſages to our pre- 
=  Ffent Purpoſe ; the Apoſtle tells the Roman Believers, Chap. the 7th, Verſe the 
+ * thi 77 are alſo become dead to the' Law by the Body of Chriſt. By which; it is 
PF evident, that he-means'the Afora!, Eternal Law ; the ſame Law whoſe ReRi- 
tude diſcovers the 'Obliquity of Men's Lufts and evil Works: For it follows 
in the 7th'Verſe,---Nay, / had not known Sin, but by the Law I had not known 
TZuft, rxcipt\the Law had faid, T hou ſhalt nat covet, - 

Ou 


(9266.7 


y » a ®: 1 4 
» Fak- 
4 - u* 
. 


Lit s : . &- . 
(4! I 909 0 4" 
: hg, "<9 tld g 


A ACTY ES 


>. 4 E Y 
*; V Le | \'j Fas 
6 Fon, TO OS id ef <4 v4 
: S's 3 


Þ. og arr x 
> i bo 


(a9 )) 


But then, - | i 1 | | | 
| Second, Mr. Balch's principal Argument, whereby he world prove, that 
the Apoſtle Paul's Deeds of the Law, which he excludes from iiny Part ih our 
Juſtification, mean the Deeds of the ceremonial Law, is, Becauſe otherwiſe there 
will be an irreconcilable Contradifion between the Apo/iles Paul md Tames,---+- 
To reconcile theſ: two. Apoſtles, reſpeRing Faith apd Works, js the profeſſed 
Aim of his Sermon. | UE Ot | 
| Theſe two Apoſtles having written concerning Faith and Wesks ;- the For- 
mer affirming, That a Man 1s juſtified by Faith, without the Dee$s of the Law ; 
and the Latter, That by Works a Man tis juſtified, and not by 'Fiith only ; |Mr. 
Balch faith (and we join him in it) that theſe divinely inſpired Penmen of 
ſacred Writ muſt not by any Means be underſtood as really} contraditing 
one another. | > "IE 
But according to himy there is no Jay of reconciling them, hut by varys 
the Senſe in which theſe Apoſtles uſe the Term Law, \with it's Dieds and Works. 
That it is neceſſary to conſider the Former as ſpeaking of the elremanial Law 
and ' it's Rites, and the Latter of the mira/ Law and it's Works. | Page| 18, 
« For reconciling him ( i. e. the Apoſtle Paul) with the -#poſtle Fames, 
<« which is the Subje&t I am upon ; this, I ſay, can never ile done, if, we 
«+ ſhould ſuppoſe that by the Deeds of the Lat, |he intencs the Deeds of 
*6 the moral Law. For ſo he would intend the very ſame hing by |that 
«« Phraſe, that | Fames intends by Forks ; and then they world contradict 
<«« one another in flat Terms : Fames would fay, that a Mat; was juſtified 
* by Works together with Faith : Paul, that he was not, OY was juſtified 
«| by Faith without them. Tames would fay, thata Man wis net juſtified 
© by Faith only; Paul, that he was. But now| if we infecrſtand him 
&| (i.e. Paut) of the Jewiſh Rites and Ceremonies, there is:t5 Contradic- 
| tion.” This is Mr. Balch's Opinion, | Z | 
Nevertheleſs, for our Part, we do not in the |leaft Defptir of finding 
another Methad of reconciling theſe holy Penmen of Scripture, nd with leſs 
Violence to any Part of the Word of God. We are! perſwaded. that a vari- 
ous Senſe may, with much more Truth, be put upon the Term Faith, as 
it js uſed by thoſe Apoſtles. That the Faith of the Apoſtle Pauiiis to be un- 
derfiood of a compleat evangelical Faith, i. e. One that ſubfiſts, not only; in 
the: Judgment, but Heart and Aﬀections ; that not only aJents to the 
Dyftrines as Truths, but embraces the Promiſes, a3 good Ticings; more 
eſpecially receives and depends upon the tendered Satyour, in a1: his Offices, 
and for all his Benefits. John 1. 12. But as many (as received tym, to them 


: 
! 


gave he Power to become the Sons of God, even to them | that believe: mm Wis Name. 


This is the Faith whereof the Apoſtle Pau! faith, That a Man is juſtified by 
it, without the Deeds of the Law. i. e. Tho' it never be fouſg! without the 
Doeds of the Law, ſeeing it is a perpetual internal' Principle; ;xf all Gagd 
Works ; yet theſe Good Works which flow from it, participaje;\not with! it 
in its juſtifying Influences, Very diverſe from this Faith is that's the Apoſtle 
Tame ;\ viz. As Mr. Balch himſelf _ deſcribed it,| ** A mevr. naked Aﬀent 
| | a”; 66 io 
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to revealed Truths"' : Whieh is ſo far from juſtifying alone, that it doth not 
juſtify at all, but rather condemn, where there'is no other. 

Now fince the two Apoſtles, Paul and Fames, ſpeak really. of two Things, 
tho? one in Name ; it cannot be wondred at, if an Efﬀfe& be attributed to 
the One, and yet denied of the other, 

However, ſince the Apoſtle Fames, not only  denys any Man to be juſtified 
by Faith only, but alſo affirms that he is juſtified by /Yorks; a farther So- 
lution { we confeſs )'is neceſſary to the compleatly reconciling him with the 
Apoſtle Paul: And this we ſhall not put our ſelves to much Difficulty to 
hind. For we are well fatished, That St. Paz/ and St. James mean a diverſe 
Tuſtification, as well as Faith, 

We zre of Opinion, that when the Apoſtle Pau! faith, 4 Adan rs ujtt- 
fied by Faith, without the Deed: of the Law : He means nothing leſs by u/tifi- 
cation than that At? of God's free Grace, wherein he pardoneth all our Sims, ard 
accepteth us as righteous in his Sight, &c, Whereas| when the Apoſtle ame: 
affirms, That a Man is juſtified by Works ; he is rather to be underſtood of a 
manifeftative or evidential Juſtification : vis. Whereby our Juſtification in the 
Sight of God, thro” Chriſt's Righteouſneſs imputed and received by Faith, 

becomes fatisfaRorily evidenced to our own Contciences, is in ſome Meaſure 
manifeſted to the World of Mankind in the preſent State, but:more fully at 
the Day of the righteous Judgment of God ; | when God (hal bring every 
Work of Man upon the publick Stage ; that the bincerity of good Men's 
Faith, the Reality of their Juftification 'by Grace, whilſt on Earth, and the 
ReQitude of divine Juſtice, in openly pronouncing them juſtified, may the 
more illuſtriouſly appear. Now if ( as weſaid before: reſpeRting Faith ) St. 
Paul's Juſtihcation and St. 'Zame:'s arg not "the famg, but different Things, 
there is no Cauſe why we ſhould perplex ourſelves about a Contradiion in 
their Writings, which can be no more than imaginary. 

Mr. Balch knows well enough, that this Selution is not our own Invention, 
but that it hath perhaps as often been offered, as \the ObjeCtion hath been 
made. ' "The Reverend Mr. Preſident Wiktdnzo, above-mentioned, faith 
thus upon the SubjeRt ; *< There is a twofold |J uſtification, more eſpeciall 
* to be taken Notice of : there is a 7uftrfication before God, which flows from 
* his imputing to us the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; And there is a Fu/tificati 
*©" en before Men, and in our own Conſciences.-+---As to' the Latter of theſe, 
« our //orks do ſerve to our Juſtification, whikh | is the Thing aimed at in 
66 James 2. 20, 21. But in Reſpe&t of the Former, it is only Faith that 
«is concerned in it.” And the Reverend. Dr, CorrTon MATHER, in 
his Everla/tins Goſpel, not only agrees with Mr. lard, in the Method 
of reconciling the two Apoſtles ; but illuſtrates the Matter farther, by  de- 
claring the different Views and Aims, which they had in writing the two 
Paſſages. ** The Queſtion diſcourſed by Paul is, How a guilty Perſon may 
« come to be acquitted by the Lord from all the Guilt that lies upon-hiq ? 
*« The Anſwer to 'this Queſtion is, Not by any Works /of our own, but 
56 only by the K/gbteru/ne/s'of our Lotd Teſus Chrifty) which is,.on our Part, 
co only. 
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*«, only by Faith, apply'd to -us.---- The Queſtion diſcouriell by Fames is, 
«© Whether a Man. pretending to Faith in the Righteouſnth; of the! Lord 
« Teſus Chriſt, ſhall be /aved; tho' he continue. without: Works of an 
« holy Life zgreable thereunto ? The Anſwer | to this Cuaftion 's, No : 
« Sucha Man hath no ſaving Faith at all.” _ 4 

Furthermore, -Inaſmuch as the Reverend Divinity- Profeie hath, in his 
publick Le&tures, copiouſly handled this Subject; we, upOr) yaridu Ac- 
counts, .chuſe to tranſcribe his Thoughts more largely. K 2 

Now in his Attempt to reconcile St. Paul and dt. Fames: ;, "after that he 
had conſidered, Firſt, Whether theſe two Apoſtles do not: tnean different 
'T hings, by the Deeds of the Law, and Warks ; and | Fs thy Suppoinns ; 


.-- He proceeds, NG 
Secondly, f | | 
« To conſider, Whether they can be reconcil'd by the diem Senſes of 
&© the Word Fa; 1h ? And thereto anſwers as follows. l 
6 ] believe it to be certain, that they uſe the Word Faith n very 
« different Senſes. And yet | | 


56 1 believe, this won't ſerve to reconcile them. | 

& TI think it certain, T hat the two Apoſtles uſe the Ward F AITH in | very 
6" different Senſes: Or that it 1s far from being the| ſame Sort # of : Faith, which 
F* they bath ſpeak of. The Apoſtle "5h ſpeaks of Faith in Je {Chriſt ; now 
© this---conlifts\ in a Reception of him, in all thoſe Offices »f Truſt and 
&© Dignity, Love and Grace, which he executes| as the ons {Mediator be- 
« tween God and Man, It confifts-in_ an hearty Conſent that: he ſhould Be 
© all that to us, and Doall that for us, which God the Father ſent him to 
*« be and to do, in order to recover us from that; State of Sin* a and Miſery, 
**, we were plung'd into by our Apoftacy from God. It carrits in the |very 
« Nature of it, not only . a Reliance on the Efficacy of Chriſt's Prieſthood ; 
* but alſo an hearty Submiflion to him, in his Prophetick and Kvnely Offices: 
« And ſo cannot but. be an aQive and effeftual Principle of; al holy Obe- 
6« dience, Nothing ſhort of this, is the Faith ſpoken of by the Apoſtle Jo% 
<< and. by which he maintains, that we are ju/tifiew, aL the Deeds of 
* Law: i.'e. The Zuftification, and not the Faith, which he; ſpeaks Ne P 
«© without the Deeds of the Law, The Deeds of! the Moral AW, are the 
«« natural and neceſſary Fruits of the Faith concerning which a&ſpeaks : | But 
* they have. not the ſame Intereſt and Influence jn our Juftif cation, with 
& the Principle from whence they never fail to proceed, But taus much for 
*« the Faith ſpoken of by the Apoſtle Paul ; and op is what Sh in Scrip- 
6 ture, believing m- Chriſt, or ox him, 

«« Whereas the #aith ſpoken of by the Apoſtle 7 Fame, may Ta} her be call'd 
«ca believing of him, than i him : For it hath: no] Regard to Thrift in his 
« JSacerdotal or Regal, but only in his Prophetick Office. It con'ifts in a bare 
«© Aſſent of the Underſtanding, to the Truths delivered by Chiift ; without 
«« any effeCtual. Influence of this Belief on our Heart and Life, ' It is ſuch z 
« Faith as hath not Good Yorks flowing from it ; ſuch a Faith, as reſembles 
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«© the hypocritical Wiſhes of a covetous FYarldling, who, when he hath the 
66 Things of this Life in ſtore by him, only ſaith to his needy Brother, 
«© Be warmed and filled ; but gives him nothing but |his empty Farewel-Bleſ- 
« {ing of, Depart in Peace ; and is glad he can be fo rid of him. In fine, it 
« is ſuch a Faith, as may conſiſt with the Wickedneſs of Devils, No won- 
«« der then, that the Apoſtle tells us, it will not profit, and cannot ſave vs. 
«© And if he had ſaid only, that a Man is nit juſtified by ſuch a Faith as'this, 
*«« no Body would ever have imagined, that there was any Contrariety in ts 
* Dettrine, to that of the Apoſtle Paul: Burt ſince he adds, that a Man ts 
« juſtified by /orks, and by them intends the ſame, | which I have ſh-wn un- 
«der the preceeding Head, that the Apeſtle Pau! maintains we are juſtified 
« without ; it is manifeſt, that the two Apoſtles cannot be reconcil'd by the 
« very different Senſes in which they uſe the Word Faith ; unleſs ' they uſe 
the Word ju/tify in different Senſes alſo. And |therefore we ſhall now 
*« proceed to conſider, 

« Thirdly, How they differ in the Uſe of this ard: And how from this 
«« Difference their Do&trines appear confiltent with |each other, 

_ © Now, that the Word ju/tify, is ufed in a conſiderable Variety of Senſes 

« in the New-Teſtament, is evident, if we confider the Variety of "Things, 
« to which our Fu/?ification is in differentReſpeCQts aſcribed. T hus we are fome- 
« times {aid to be juſtified by theGrace of God ; as it is that which induces him 
*© to deal with us after ſuch a Manner. Sometimes we are faid to be juſtihed 
«& thro” the Redemption which is in Teſus Ghrift ; as by that it is rendred con» 
« ſiſtent with the Honour, and Laws of God, and the Ends of Government, 
« to forgive and accept ſuch ill-deſerving Creatures. | Sometimes, again, we 
«© axe ſaid to be juſtifi:d by Faith ; as it is the 'Condition required by God, 
«** of our being intereſted in the Satisfaftion and Merits of Chriſt's Obedience 
* unto Death. To Conclude, We are ſometimes ſaid to be juſtihed by owr 
« Words, and ſometimes by our //7rks : And the Confideration of the Former 
*© of theſe, I think will help to lead us into the Senſe jin which we ought to 
« underſtand the Latter. By thy /Y#ds (faith our Lord) thou ſhalt be juſtified. 
« Matth. 12. 37. Now by this it is evident, that our Saviour cannot in- 
« "tend, that good //ords juſtify us, either as the meritorious Cauſe of our Juſ- 
«© tification ; or as the Cmdition of our Intereſt in his Righteouſneſs, who is 
«© the meritorious Cauſe of it. For nothing 1s plainer from the Scriptures, 
* than that God looketh at the Heart, and requires that we give him - that *: 
«© And if our ZZart be not right with him, -and ftedfaſt in his Covenant ; he 
© efteems good Hords as nothing better than Fattering him with ous Mouth, 
. * and lying to him with our Tongue, P/al. 58. 36, 37. 

« And therefore, we can be ſaid to be juſtihed by our Fords, only upon 
* two Accounts ; both of which, I think, are fairly intimated by our Lord 
«© himſelf, in what he had ſaid before : Namely, 

I. ** That goed Words may be a Token and Evidence of that goed Principle 
© zwithin, which is the Condition of our Acceptance with God. For out of 
* the Abundance of the Heart the Meuth ſpeaketh, A goed Man out of the good 
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© Treaſure of his Heart bringeth forth good Thing ; Ty our Lord, 


i« Verſes 34, 35: , 
And, F | 


2. 4 T hat at the Day of Judgment, Ged will mobs Uſe of ths Evidence to 


© manifeſt the Righteowſurf of his Tudgment, with Reſpect to thoſewhom by will 


*© then ju/tify. For (ſaith-our Lord, Verſes 36, 37) every idle Ht ord that Men 
b + ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give Aceaunt thereof. in\the | Day of Fudym; . For by. 
«* thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified ; and'by thy Wards thou fhalte is condemned. 


4 It will then be the Day of the Revelation of the righteous "Fudgn ent of God; 
©: and therefore tho? He hinrelf, who ſearcheth ||\the Hearts, And knoweth 
is _ is in Man, can't ſtand io Need of Signs ant Evidences; i erakla ek 
« to diſcern and determine what's right ; yet for the Satisfactignxot Men 
O yr that\his\ Judgment 15 necording to the T'ruth ; he will Hake ule: 9 
&« Erideaces, and bring-every H/ord and Wark ot 0 Judgment, and determine 
<« the everlalting State of Men according to themy waether they: have been. 
& good, or whether they have been ew. 

++ 'I hus we are ſaid to b> juſtified by our IVerds|; z not as if che had a. pa 
<< rallel Influence on our Fuftification with our Faith, or were cqqafly with. that 
«« a Condition of our-Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; but{;oly as they. 
« are, £vuidences of the: Sincerity of our Faith, and will be made aſs of accgid- 
«+ ingly by Gud, at the Day of Judgment : For according to a coramonUſage 
« of Spzcch, we may be ſaid tu be yu if by that which evidencss our Caſe 
«<to be zood; a3 well as by that which mkes it good. And we may doubt- 
« lefs with full 2s much-Propriety be fail to be Suftified, when. ge ſhall be 
6 Publichly acknowledged and acquittedby God at the Day of Juc gment z as 
<«« when we were pardon'd and treated by him as righteous Perſons-n the. pres 
& ſent Life. [Now by our [/ords we ſhall be juſtified at the LDa# of, Judg- 
<© ment, as they will then be produced as Evidencer, that with out! (Hearts we 
«© have belizved unto Rigntcouſaeſs, 

© And that this is much theSenſe, in which theApofile Fame ah] ms, Man 
<< is juſtified by /Yorks, namely, as Evidences produced by Gred in "js AO 
«« "Fudgment, that his Faith was of the right Kind ; is, I think, very maniſeſt, 
© from the preceeding Context: Where he ſaith, Verſe 14; 1i?, That: a 
«. Faith unattended with good //orks, will not profit a Man, and Fant ſous 
« him. Becauſe that Faith, if it have not Jorks, is dead, being «Jone. 
© which he adds, Verſe 18. Shew me thy Faith without thy I: or ts ; : Ty I 
« will ſhew thee my Faith by my //2rks. And again, Verſe 20, {Wile thou | 


« know, O vgin Man, that Faith without Works, 'is\dead ? iy 


« From all which, 1 think, the Deſign of the Apoſtle to be piSly this : | 
«That ſuch a Faith, a$ is not -productive of Good Horks, is: not Juhvifying and 


« ſaving Faith ; nd. therefore that I/orts are neceflary to prove: a Man? S 
« Faith to be of the right Kind : And that a Man is. juſtified by Warks, as n 


*+. Evidence of this, in the declarative Judgment of God, appears: from 
« follows in Verſe 21, Has not Abraham evr Father juſtified by Nets, 


« be had offered Ilaac his Son upon the Altar ® In which Words * * Fan id 
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© manifeſtly refers to that\[Declaration of God,\ concerning . Abraham's Since- 
6 rity, upon offering up 1/aac his Son, Gen. 22. 12. Now 1 know that thou 


« feareſt Ged, ſeeing thou haſt not witheld thy Son, thine only Son from me. This 
& extraordinary Inſtance ,of | Abraham's Obedience was a demonttrative Evi- 


«© dence; that his: Fears was right with Ged ; and that his Faith, which pro- 
«© duced it, was of the-right Kind. For jt is elſewhere mention'd as a Fruit 
&© and Evidence of his Ferth,; Heb. 11. 17. By Faith Abraham, when he was 
© tried, offered up Taac, And the Apoſtie 7amer here ſaith, that in this A&t 
« of Obedience, Faith wrought with his Works, And that this H/ork ju/tified 


6 bim, only as-an Evidence of the Reality of the good Principle within, which 
© produc'd it, is manifeſt from the very Words -of God's Declaration con- 
«© <cerning it aboveſaid. 

»<© The Sum of all is, that we are juſtified by Fatrh, : as the Condition: of 
© our Intereſt in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; - and we are juſtifted by Yorks, as 
«© the Evidence" that our Faith in Chriſt is of the right Sort ; that it is an 
* hearty Reception of him in his prophetick and regal Offices, as well as a Re- 
«© Hance on the Efficacy of his Prieſthood, We are juſtifhed in the former 
«© Senſe, whenever we ftncerely* receive Chriſt in all his Offices : For then 
«© we are in ar Eſtate /of- Pardon and Favour 'with God. We are juſtified 
« in” the” /atter Senſe, whenever-it appears'to us. from the F cuits of it, that 
< our Faith is genuine ; and whenever God' ſhall be! pleaſed tor declare | his 
<<©- Approbation and Acceptance of us# Which he| may poſſhbly do upon 
«< ſome extraordinary Occaſions in this Lifeg as in the Caſe of Abraham; and 
«© which he certainly will do, - at the Day of Judzment,” when ' Chriſt will 
& ſay to them. on his right Hand, ' Come, "ye Ble/jid of my F ather, &c,-----# or 
&'F was an hungred, and ye gave me Meat ; thir/ly, and ye gave ms Drink, &c. 

© Tt 'is Juſtihcation in- the former Senſe, congerning which the Apoſtle 
« Paul affirms, that it is by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law. It is Juſti- 
& fication in the /atter Senſe, which the Apoſtle 'Fames maintains to be by 
&« Works, and not by Faith only. 

<& And'now nothing can be more con/tent, than theſe two Things ;' name- 
«ty, on the one Hand, that it ſhould not be by any other Grace,” nor by 
& good Works, but by Faith mmly, that we are wited to CHRIST 3 upon 
& which he is'made of God Righteouſneſs to us ; and yet'on the other Hand, 
&* that good Forks ſhould be neceflary to evidence the Sincerity of our Hearts, 
« and the Genuineneſs of of our Faith, both to out own Conſciences, and to 
«the World about us: And that for the latter of theſe-Purpoſes, they ſhould 
«« be publickly produced, before Angels and Men, by our fupream Judge, at ' 
s« the laſt Day. 

. Thus our Readers have Mr. Prefe/ſor's Method of |Reconciliation' of [St: 
Peut and St. Fames, reſpeQing their ſuppoſed Oppoſition to each other. . And 


A 


A 


_ We have lately ſeen the <a ry-1 Mr. Dickinſon recoficiling the two' Apgoſftles' 
_— after the ſame Manner, i 


the 15th of his familiar Letters lately ' pub- 
d, and which ye bleſs 'God for? '** AY 


But 
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But Mr, Balch, it ſeems, cannot periwade- 'himſelf to be as” this 
i. e. That St. Yame?'s: Juſtification is a different gne from. gt. Bauer. Hein 
_ that it muſt be the ſame Juſtification-;z arguing---+ 

. $6 That both the Apoſtles produce the ſame[n/tances of jofiifes Perſons, ” | 
( Page 6. ) We ſuppoſe, it is'the one Inſtance of  4braham, : [which he. refers 
to, (F or we don't find Rahab mentioned by Pauly with this View, tho! ſhe is 
ty Fames. ) His Argumentation, if we underſtand bim, is th Since the 
ſame rf Bri is mentioned'\by Paul, as an Inſtanceiof Jyſtifieafjon by Faith, 

without Works, and 'by Fame: as 'an Example: of | Juſtification: / Works, it 

mult be he nuff that both theſe Apoſtles mean; :;But for our 
Part we own,'| that we are not: ſenſible of the Force of this. Argument ; ; nor 
ſee why the ſame Perſon, whom one Apo/le declares to have beet really ju/tified 
m the Sight of God, by.an Att of free Grace ;| may not with Propriety enough 
be afirm'd by nem. Apoſtle to have been dzclaratively and aw tally juſtified 
alſo, ET] 

But then, p17; 

2. Mr. Balth objeQts- further, that ©* St. 7ames uſes the | Wihrd- ſaved, as 
well as juſtified, Ver, 14. Gan Faith ſave him {| But what he ' would argue 
from this, we. are utterly at a Loſs: We , readily allow, that the Faxrh 
which the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of fo diſparagingly, , is not. aJaving Faith, 
but a fruitleſs Profeſſion and Boaſt of Faith : Neither indeed {a+ -the Warks 
which he here recommends, Juftifymg,vor /aving, | unleſs relativily, or rather 
argumentatively conſider'd ; i, eas evidential of that internal ang cordial Ac- 
ceptance of Chriſt, to which>al doth really belong. 

3- In the ſame Page, Mr. Balch ſpeaking of St. !Zames, ſays, # And insthe 
«Text, where he is moſt oppolitertorthe Apoſtle) Paul, it is ' mpoſlible to 
«underſtand him, as ſpeaking of the Juſtification 'of our Faith.in the Sight of 
«© Men, and dike Senſe and Truth of what he a ys. '?  Yeaz\ije adds pre- 
ſently aſter, «© For according to this Interpretation it. would bi, Ye ſeq then 
&« how that ri IWorks a Man's Faith is juftified in the Sight of Mey, and nat by 
& Faith only: Which beſides the Obſcurity and Barbarity of the Exprefſion, 
&& 'would imply; that a Man's Faith might be juſtified in the Sig it of, Men, 
< partly by his Faith, without any Fruits or EffeQts appearing in is Lafe and 
£5 Converſation,” 

For our own Part, we chooſe rather to adhere to the-Interpre” ration given 
above, viz. 'That the Apoſtle 7Zames ſpeaks here of a manife/tative or. evidential 
Juſtihcation, | 7. |e. whereby our Juſtihcation in the Sight of Gd becomes 
ſatisfatorily evident to our own Conſciences, and to. the World, and ſhall be 
made apparent to Men and Angels at the laft Day ;| becauſe this” "Method of 
Expreſſion ſeems more clear, and leſs liable to Cavils. F 

However we deny not, but that ſome who think perhaps. not vi 
from us, have expreſs'd their Thoughts, ſomething after the My 
Balch has repreſented them, viz. That St. James ſpeaks con 
Fuſtification of our Faith'before Men ”* ; tho' ſome of thoſe Writer 


and fay, 4 befors God, as well as Men;”---underſtanding the Js/ifntmir 
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\ only theBeliever"s Approbation.+-<And' by Faith only they underfiand a 
Faith that conſiſts in'naked /Aflent or meer Profeſſion ; a Faith which is alone, 
and vain, and dead.---But they and we agree well enough : For that whereby 
our” Faith is manifeſted and evidenced to be fincere or cordial (which are chiefly 
our Goed Works) by the ſame are we manifeſtatively or evidentially ju/tifed ; 
Since it is by Faith that we are really uftified in the Sight of God. And we 
verily believe, that if Mr, Balch had taken the ſame Pains to find out theMean- 
ing of thoſe Divines, who ſay, That St. James intends the Fu/trfication of our 
Faith m the Sight of Men, and to ſet it in a fair Light, whioh he has taken to 
make it ablurd ; he would have found it conſiſtent eno' with! Senſe, if not 
with Truth alſo. Their Meaning ſeems to be no more than this, in the Words 
of Dr. Manten's Expoſition of Fames's Epiſtle, who is of Opinion, that *+ the 
Fuſtification here ſpoken of,” is not ſo much of the Perſon, as of the Faith,”'--- 
Ms ali by Works, that is (fays he) declared to be juſt, by bis Works,” before 
Gop and the World,””---** acquitted from Hypocriſy,””---** approved to be 
fincere : For he is ſaid to be zu/{ified, in the Phraſe of our Apoſtle, whoſe 
Faith appeareth to be good and right, or who is fownd juſt and righteous ; as 
Chrift is ſaid to be wats - +18 in the Fleſh, but juſlified in the Spirit, i, e. ap- 
proved*to be God.””---He adds, '<* And not by Faith only, 1. e&. not by bare 
naked Profeſſion, or dead vain Faith, fuch as corfiſteth in a meer Aﬀent or 
empty Speculation, which is ſo far from ju/ufying, that "tis not properly Farth.”! 
--<< A bare Profeſſion of Faith is natvenqugh to acquit us of Hypocriſy.” 
&« ByWorks we are before God and\Men approved to have a right Faith.””--- 
All this is plainly agreable to the Seope aFthe Apoſtle Fame:'s Diſputation in 
this Chapter. Be: BY 

Another ObjeQion of Mr. Balch's againlt this Interpretation of St, Fan 
not a little ſurprizeth us. It occurs "wn the ſame! 6th Page, ** The Apoſtle 
« yery well knew, that Zuſt:fication of our Faith, or of any Thing elſe meerly 
« in the Sight of Mer, was not a Thing of great Importance.” 

And are then the having it manifeſted to our own Conſciences, and Fellow- 
Chriftians, that we are'thro' Faith pardoned of God, made accepted in and 
thro* the Beloved ; or our having him te/tifying of us publickly before the 
World ; and God's finally before Angels and Men at the great Day declaring 
and pronouncing us juſtified by Faith, & producing our good Works as Euidences, 
to vindicate our Sincerity and his Juſtice ; are theſe (we ſay) Things of trifling 
Moment, and unworthy to be treated of by an Apoſtle ?---And yet this is 
what they mean, who inſiſt that-St. Zames ſpeaks concerning the Fu/tification 
of our Faith before Men. 


We now proceed, 

\ WY. To in of Mr. Balch's not having given us the true ſcriptural 

| of Faith, in his Sermon, and that either as ju/?ifying or as ſandtifying. 

_"Lhey, who affirm, that a Man is ju/tified by Faith alme, ſuppoſe, that in the 

Doctrine of Faith, there is to be con{tdered, not only the ſpeculative Appro- 

bation of the Fudgment, concerning che Saviour ; but an Att of the /+ ill alſo, 
&@ R 
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in-which, by the ſpecial powerful Operation-of1he gracious! Yi the. Man 
cordially accepts, conſents to, and depends upon this Saviour, all his media- 
totial Offices, and for all his ſaving Benefits : More eſpeciallyy rejeing and 
loathing his own Ry ghteouſne/s As filthy Rags, he hath bis Eye '3pon. and Hope 
in. Chrift's Righteouſneſs for Juſlification ES God. They think, that| the 
Redcemer's Righteouſneſs muſt be made their's, by ſome Was! or other-; ; and 
this, they think, on their Part, can be only by an hearty Accextance and De- 
pendance. And they take it amiſs that Mr, Balch, when ;zreating on the 
Subject, of Faith, hath, in. a great Meaſure, diveſted it. of : Wy very Nature, 
Beauty and Influence 5/ making it to ſubſiſt either in pure Seiculation,  ** A 
meer naked Aſent to revealed Truths ; *” or im Speculation yohied with Works, 
« Faith joined with the Fruits of Faith,” and ** The ObeaPrcee of Faith,” 
For tho' he ſametimes ſpeaks concerning the Nyce/ſity of  Mrm's Hill's con- 
ſenting to Chriſt, yet this and ſome other Sentences of theilizze Impart,' do 
plainly, by the Context, relate to Chriſt only as a King, th renote that we 
muſt be governed by bis Precepts, Page 9.--- And we have unwitliizgly overlook'd 
it, if there be any Declaration, in his Sermon, of the neceſhty Zof. our hearty 
Acceptance and Dependance on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs imputed to? $s for Juſtifi- 
cation before fx0d ; or any Sentence wherein ſuch DoCtrinezis*imported. 

Mr. Balch hath in his Writings, with which we are concerl' d, ſometimes 
made Uſe of Dr. MaxnToNn's Judgment ; ; we alſo having. a Rrzat Eſteem, of 
that Author, do. beg Leave to,oh Rich few Sentences from; him, relating 
to Man” s Juſtification by z : Ns ' fs, reccived ang made ours. | by 
Faith, uniting} us to. him, whe >is th Fountain of RigeoN ES... Val. Ll. 
Page 133. "a : 

6 There/isno having this Ky fs from Gazis Ty AY: y Jmpaatibn. 
66. 2>.--F OT Chri/t is laid to be | We bteonſueſs, I Cor. l 30. Righte- 
«© .ouſne( is ſaid to be amputed af oh. Hierks, Rom. 4.6.4 And, Faith 1s 
«« imputed for Righteouſneſs, Rom: 4.. 22.--:-T of clear the Propoition. It 
« muſt be by [mputation,. (1) Becauſe this Righteouſneſs maſt! be in Fuſti- 
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<& ficato, in the juſtified Perſon. - This Righteouſneſs muſt one; Vay or other 
«« belong to the Perſon juſtified ; otherwiſe .the Lord cannot togk upon vs as 
6 righteous. The Man was caſt out, that had not a: him the. i edding Gar- 
6. ment,, Matth. 22. 11, 12,13. Now by Infuſion it cannptz e ; all mbe- 
65, rent Righteouſneſs being imperfect : Therefore, jt muſt be: Imputation. 


66. (2) Conſider what \[mputation is, To impute is| to reckon: Ak ing to our 
& Score and Account; and thoſe Things are ſaid to be imputzd30 us, Which 
$«. are accounted ours, to all Intents. and. Purpoſes, as if they were our own. 
«..Now in this Senſe our Sins were imputed to Chriſt, and Ct-r:f » 'Right 

« 'is ;mputed to/us : The: Apoſtle makes the Parallel, 2 Cor. 9; 21: 7h P; 
««. hath made him to be Sin for us, whe knew no Sin ; that we maid t be made the 
«Righteouſneſs of God in him.--:---There is no Imputation, but by; Unien. All, 
4. Intereſt is founded in, Union : Gal. 3. 27. As many of you a Have been bap- 
« tized mito Chriſt, have put on (Chriſt. all by Merits and $a 
6 theirs, as if performed in their __ Perſons. 1 Cor. 1, 33, 
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«© 'ye in Chrift Feſus, who of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, 
< and Sanfiification, and Redemption. We are intereſted in all, as we are i" 
© þim - By being one with Chriſt, we puChim on, There is no Union, but 
«© by Feith.---Rom. 16. 10. With the Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs. 
*c It is the Ordination of Ged, that this Grace ſhould wizte\us to Chriſt, and 
«fo give us a Right to all that is in Chriſt,”* Thus he, 

And now if any one can ſhew us this Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to 
us, this Union to Chriſt, whereby his Righteouſmeſs becomes imputed or ac- 
counted to us, or that Faith in Chrift whereby ſuch an Union can be made,--- 
in Mr.-Balch's Sermon, we will readily acknowledge, that we have miſtuken 
him. 

Furthermore, another bleſſed Operation of Faith is, that it ſanrfies, i, e. it 
is an internal Inftrument of this in theHand of the HolySpirit ; a graciousPrin- 
ciple within the Man, whereby he denies Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, and 
Iives foberly, righteoufly and godly. For it is the cloſing A& on Man's Part, 
whereby his Soul becomes united to Chrift, and partakes of his gracious Ful- 
neſs. Hence thoſe Paſſages, Adts 5. 9. --- Purifying their Hearts by Faith. 
2--Cor. 5. 17. Therefore if any Man be mm Chriſt, he is a new Creatute, old 
Things are paſſed away, behold, all Things are become new. Gal. 2. 20. 1 am 
erucified with Chriſt ; nevertheleſs T live, yet not I, but Chriſt lrveth in me ; and the 
Life tohich 1 now live in the Fleſh, T Irve bythe Faith of the Son of Gad. 

But now where ſhall we find ſuch a Faithnas' this, in Mr. Balch's Perfor- 
mance ? "To be ſure, not ſuch is'his Tanthvin"the /2rge Senſe” ( as he calls it') 
i. e. Ameer naked Aſſent to revealed Traths, and" For is joined together ; or Faith 
with the Fruits of Faith, "To ſuppoſe this; would be to confound the Principle 
and Praice one with another : Chri/tranztys as he calls it, would be the Prin- 
erplevofatfel; and: yet would alſo be the Frur. But himſelf eafſeth us of the 

rouble of much Enquiry in” the Caſe, by declaring that bis Faith in the firi?? 
Senſe,” i. e. @ meer naked Aſſent to revealed Truths, is what he accounts the in- 
ternal. Rot and Principle of all that Goſpel-Obedience and Chriſtian Praftice, 
which he and we contend:for, -See Page 30. © Theſe are both, my Bre- 
& thren, cflential Parts of Chriſtianity, Faith and Prat#tice': Let us not, under 
«© Pretence of exalting one, decry the other. Without al} Controverſy, Faith 
«is a moſt dirvne and heavenly Thing, and has the Preference, as it is the Root 
«& and Principle of the other : And yet in regard that \Praffice is the Znd' to 
«which it is deſigned, Paith is very fitly ſaid to be made perfet? byWorks ; and 
«is juffly eſteemed altogether uſeleſs and infignificant without them. | 
* To atiy-one who reads this Paragraph, and compares - it with many other 
Paſſages of his Sermon, we think it is plairt enough, that his Faith, 'as it here 
ſtands in Oppolition'to Pra#jce, is the ſame which he alſo calls ' a meer naked 
t to revealed Truths, and elſewhere allows that it may be poflefled "by very 
Men and even Devils, Yet this mer naked Afſent, this Faith of bad Mer 
and" Devils, is ( it ſeems ) 2 9/7 divine and Heavenly Thing : Which Clauſes how 
far the) are_conliftent, we leave at preſent: Nor are we very well ſatizhed in 
Mr. Balth's making this Faith, which bad Men'or Devils are capable of, Fa 
| ot 
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Root and Principle of chriftian Proftice. As to the Word Xz 1 unthet as it 
is uſed but figuratively, we ſhall not ſay much; However; :jnce the! known 
Officeof the Root is to convey all: neceſſary Juſces from thepEarth to the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Tree, for it's Growth and Fettility ; and'this meet fiaked, 
and dead Affent to revealed Truths, hath no analpgous wn on the Mar 
that is the Subject of it, we think Mr. Balch not |very happy 3n his Metaphor. 
But what doth he mean, when he calls it a Principle of chriſt ar: Pradtice ? ? Doth 
he intend, that it is fomething within the Man, rays inci ning him to live 
and a&t as a Chriſtian; or ſometbing which the divine Spirit, hen and where 
he pleaſes, makesUſe of, in bringing Men to trug Chriſtianity; One would be 
apt to conclude, he meant in the former Senſe, ſince he faith, * is a dime and 
heavenly Thing : Only then it would follow, that 4/7 who hat this meer naked 
Aſſent to revealed 'ÞFruths, would be wrought upon to becom real Chriſtians, 
which he don't believe : And on the other Hand, if he melts, That! it is an 
unactive, incffeual Principle, which lies dormant, and withgut Fruit, until 
another ſupernatural Principle, of greater Efficacy, be infuſee from vey to 
ſet it to work, we think it very improperly call'd/a Principle, ** 

After all, we readily grant, that there is ſuch a Faith, as br. Balch ſpeaks 
of, viz. ** A meer naked Aﬀent to revealed Truths: ** A 35th, which being 
without Works, is dead. But at Wo ſame Time, we mairtfn, that it js a 
Thing rather ſimilar to Faith, / *aith' itſelf ;/ the /mage fir, rather than 
the Reality. | For the met 7 mt is rather an Effe& (f.Education;" Ex- 
ample, and meer moraVÞ g, i os Founded/on an Apprehenſion of Gods 
Ferity : And. yet all beical Fai as it hath divine Reyelation' for it's 
Objee, fo it hath God's. — and Security.” - Ang we utterly 
derly that Faith of Aﬀent (# ad Afont ) to be the Rove "and Principle ot 
of Goſpel-Halineſs and 5/ hdwerer ve: God may make {dJſe of i it in his 
working true Faith, in the Hearts of his Ele. |: I 

We bleſs God, we are from the Scriptures inforni'd of 0M ter Faith, than 
the Sermon before us ( for what we'can ſee ) hay deſcribed; When God TE 
about to execute his eternal Purpoſes, of Jutiing and ſintifying apy of 
thoſe Veſjels of Mercy, whom he hath ordained to-Glory, he com'nands the Light 
to ſhine 1nto thoſe Minds, which the God of this World :hifth blinded and 
darkened 3 to ſhine into them, after ſuch a' Manner, as'ful} cornice them 
of the Reality of all the Truths of Revelation, ' from the If Gl Mi ity and Perity 
of the Mouth that ſpake them : And at the ſame Time that * tlz Sinner's Eyes 
are opened to ſee the certainty of theſe Truths, he|has alſo the:; eceflity, I 
portance, and Happineſs of the good Things offered in the G9 I, made! to ap- 
pear to him in ſo ſtrong and. convincing a Light, that by diyifie Co-operation 
therewith, his Heart with it's AﬀeRions is won to ve, thalſe- and embrace 
them; \He not only in" way of A/ſent owns' Chriſt's Ri zht, x ſaying, Tas 
Thou art the Son of Ged, thou art the King « of Ifrae) ; but inf yay of full" free 
Gimfent, Truſt and Dependance, cries out to him, My Lord, 6 my 'Ged. Such 
aFaith as this,by acceptingChriſt & depending on' him,makes him in all his Of- 
= wa with all hisBencats, ours. In — Gn | makezhirh a 
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i, e: it procures him to dwell in us by bis Spirit, with his enlightening and fanc- 
tifying Influences ; and ſo is an univerſal, perpetual and effeAtual Principle 
within us, whence all thoſe Fruits of Righteouſneſs proceed, which thro* Jefus 
Chriſt are to the Praiſe and Glory of God. _ 15, 4, 5. * Abide in me, 
* and Il'in yov. As the Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſc}f, except it abide in 
« the Vine : No more can ye, except ye abide in me. 1 am the Vine, and 
s ye are the Branches : "He that abideth in me, and I in him, the fame bringeth 
$ forth much Fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing.” And Rom. 7, 4, 
© That ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is raiſed from the 
« Dead, that we ſhould bring forth Fruit unto God.” 


HI. We come at length to complain of Mr. Balch, as Miſrepreſenting (in 
our Apprehenſhton) the Tenets of ſuch as think diverſely from him in this Point, 
viz. Who think Men to be juſtified by Faith alone, excluſively of the Horks of 
the Moral Law from the Office of ;u/r/fying. And that our Readers may ſee 
that we complain not without Cauſe, they are defired to take Notice, "That 
He having in his Sermon given an unſcriptural, defective Account of Faith (as 
hath been ſhewed above) is pleaſed to impoſe upon |vs one of his Kinds of 
Faith, as our xuftifying Faith; and then to diſpute againſt that Faith, as inſuſh- 
cient alome to juſtify. Mr. Balch knows well eno', that we whom he difſents 
from in his Sermon, acknowledge a /ws fald Notion of Faith, ſpoken of in the 
Scriptures. "The one, a meer naked {ſent ito revealed Truths, as himfclf calls jt : 
The other a cordial Enteriainment of the Frathoas litis in Jeſus ; a receiving 
the Truth in the Love of it, particularly reſpetting Chri/ and the Redernprion in 
him ; an hearty Reception of the Goſpel- wm all his mediatorial Offices, 
with Truft and Confidence in him ; by which Reception, we are fo far wiited to 
him, that we not only partake of his juſtifying Righterujne/s, but alſo have him 
living im us by his Spirit, as a Fountain of: Jan&:fying Influences, whereby we 
are diſpos'd and enabled to all holy Obzdieace and good Works : Mr. Balch 
(we fay) knows this to be our Opinion concerning Faith ; and that it's Faith 
in the /atterNotion of it, which we intend, when we affirm that it alone ju/7rffies ; 
inaſmuch as the Obedience (or Good Works) which it produceth, has (in our 
key ans Influence in the Aﬀeair ef a Simer's being ab/olved from the Curfe 
of the Law ; tho* we confeſs, at the ſame Time, it |has the Power of an 
Evidence in the Caſe of a Believer's being approved as an Heir of the Blefling of 
the Goſpel. 

In order therefore to his treating us fairly, and as one that contended for the 
Truth ; he ought to have proved, either that this our Notion of Faith is un- 
Jaare: and. erroneous, or that ſuch a Faith is inſufficient to Fuſtification, 

hereas, far otherwiſe, Mr., Balch ranging his Thoughts in a very diverſe 
Method, and making a'double Faith alſo, the one @ metrr naked Afſint to re- 
vealed Truths, the other this naked Aſſent and Works joined together ; will yet 
needs have it, that we, who tho' we allow J/orhs, as neceſſary Effects, to flow 
from Faith, yet allert Faith only to juſtify, muſt mean his meer naked Aſſent to 
revealed Truths, and ſo build our Ju/ification on this miſerable Foundation. 
| And 
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And this, notwithſtanding that Perſons of much leſs P mM 
eaſily diftinguiſh between our being juſtified alone | by. Faith,: +ac 
which is alone. F And-altho” he cannot be ignoraſit, 55 that 4 1 
© by the Aﬀertors of Juſtification by FAITH ALONE, thay Faith: 
+4 which we are juſtified, is evermore attended with all other & | 
« accompany Salvatian.;z and that it is an aCtive abylingicinc got OP 
© tothe Wil | of God ?? &c. as above : Notwithifanding this, a Suppo- - 
ſition, that we place Juſtification.in this meer | naked Aint, &&.:i8 the Shadow 
with which Mr. Balch fights, throughout his  Sermon..., Ang N Confequence 
of this Set of Principles,, which be injuriouſly fathers upon as he implicitly 
reckons ws with! Antinomians and Libertines, who {ſhut chriſtian; orality out o* 
their Divinity ; arguing againſt us 21! along, as if conflifting' wit thoſe execra- 
ble Sets of Men, and vindicating himſelf as one that lufter's in , Reputation, 
fof pleading the | Cauſe of Go/pel- Obedience. 
'T hat it may appear, we do not wrong Mr. Balch, in this Sema upon 
his Repreſentations/ and Reaſonings,” we ſhall recite! a few. Sentences from-bis 
Diſcourſe. Thus, Page 15th, ſpeaking concerning the AvoltetPoul's Paſſage 
In Rom. 3. 28. he faith thus, ©© He aſſerts the Neceſlity af Faiih, and = 
« Sufficiency of that alone, in order | to Salvation. | But theg,; methinks, 
« may eaſily apprehend, that cog, , When thus uſed, he razgt needs rhtend 
«« Chriſtianity ; not only a, beliex & referee our ſelw $ to the Goſpel 
© of Chrilt ; -+-not ontran # rigs ___ Doc rines, and 5 pfiding in; the 
co Promiſes ; but alſo a Gon be 4; by xhe Rules d Precepts of 


« the ſame ;---A /iuing ue; as! ve] bleſſe) dope, and truſt- 
« ing in the Wong God, tt iſt, for cte? Happineſs. 
« And if ſo, then by the nnot- poſhbly mean (what 
« Libertines and Antinomians would f z mean) Afiral Righteouſ- 
« neſs and Obedience ; but he muſt i Rites |} 4 Ceremonies *” 

Had Mr. Bak diftinguiſh'd here, and aid, t Libertines: 4nd Antinenians 


abuſe the Interpretation, which we put upon St, ork Wb s, _ to wicked 


his Purpoſe, yet a true Obſervation, and we ſhould not have £& 
as his Words now ſtand, we can interpret kim no atherwiſe, than as mean eaning 
that they are Libertines and Antinomians, who would fain have Se Apoſtle in- 
tend, T hat a Man is juſtified by Faith, without the| Deeds of 'ti4 Moral Law, 

And this injurious Repreſentation is fronger yet, | in; the fallgwi 
Page 20th, ++ But can the Scriptures teach (can they be ſuppoſed to teach) 
«« that relying on the Mercy of God and the Merits of bod 

« al{ that God requires of us? Can it be made the|only jtion of Happir 
« neſs, that we fondly and certainly expe? and depend upon it ? Qanit be 

«. the Delign of the Revelation God hath given. us, to Lab 5he Obligations 


(> Obj. Fides ergo ju ificaret, þ : ſola efſet, fine Dilefione, ke. Reſp. | Non 
ſequitur, Oculi {ul vident ; at non vident, fe (oli fint, wy Þ capite renlh 
Parcus. : 
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«of atfural Religion Anke Fall of our. Sdviour”s appearing be, not to taks 
< owvay Sh, and d*690) the Works of the Devil';' but wo \for'\ Alon down ealy 11 
«© 1h SAMry andi{o /itve'then to ſerve the Devil, without the leaſt fear of 
pb, eG Maher on-thit Account 7: The great Subjeft which Mr. 
| 1 im this Setmien, is, Phat Goſpet Obedience tr ood Warhs have 
a Parti Man's Fuftification ;- in Oppofition to thefe who think that the Scrip- 
tures, and*more-efpecually St. Paul's Epiftles, affert)/our Juſtification by Faith, 
without theſe Moral Forks. And therefore, either theſe Expoſtulations of his 
are” all -forergn to bis Purpoſe (which can't be ſuppoſed in a' Gentleman of (6 
muchConnexion”of Thought as Mr. Batch is) or elſe their Intent is to infinuatc, 
That ſach as affirm +7 90g by Faith, without the concurring Influence of 
the Horks of the' Moral Law, are guilty of all the blac+ Things contained 1 
thoſe Interrogatories, vis. << Making divine Revelation to diflolve the Obliga- 
tions of natural Religion, denying that ourSaviour appeared/to deftroy theWorks 
of the Devil; and malting it the End of his/Coming to ſet Men'down eaſy in 
their S715, and fo leave them to ſerve the” Devil, without the'|leaft Fear of dit- 
pleaſing their Maker.””--- 
To the fame Purpoſe, we read him Page 24th, ++ This is certainly one of 
<< the greateſt Indignitics'oftered to the Goſpel of our Saviour, That becauſe 
<< there-are ſeveral Paſſages in it, which-Tpeak with Contempe of the Jewiſh | 
<< Rites and Ceremonies, when Mech werefondof them, after they were abo- 
<© liſhed ; 'and' which blame” thoſ& whiatheted®to them, after God had ap- 
<< pointed and revealed a new V ay of of ſarbite Hinvand obtaining his Favour ; 
<< therefore to think; that Chyo/Hian Obn ence hay betreated inthe ſame Man- 


<< ner, and'that' thoſe who + GolpeFof Chrift, and contend for a 
are alike | Self- Jufticiaries,”” All 


ofttion, viz, That all they 
ing'to be juſtified for their 
ſe who are conſcientious to 


yield Obedience. 

Again, Page 25. «© Yet if a Man talks of Obedience, and pleads the Ne-+ 
<< ceſſity of-a- Good Life; ' he'is immediately going abour t9' eſtabliſh his dwn 
«<< Righteouſneſs, or is ſceking for Fuſt: fication as it were by the Works of the Law.” 
We heartily acknowledpe' the Neceſſity of Obedience and a' Good Life z and 
if-Mr. Balch ſhould talk and 'preath ever ſo often and warmly for them, yea, 
if he ſhoulda conſtantly, that they who' have believed in God, ſhould be' careful 
to. maintatn Good Works, we ſhould not be offendeil at Him : But if He make this 
Obedience or-Good Works a Condition 'of our receiving Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs for Juſtification; we will' not clear him of going about to eſtabliſh! his own 
KRighteeuſneſs; or ſeeking for Fuſiification as it were by the Works 4 the Law. 

Furthermore, at the” Bottom of the Page laſt mention'd, he ſays, «© Cer- 
«© tainly ſuch may be thought” (and cannor bur” be* thought) to. have-a-very 
«© great Degree of Enmity to Good Works, who will venture thus - to load 
«& them with Diſgrace, at the Expence of ſuch a” profane Abuſe of the Serip-= 


*+ ture.” But who ace they, that manifeſt ſuch an Enmity to Good "= f 
/þ VOY 


An « 
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Why, they who will not allow them a Place m Man's 
the ſame Time plead the Neceffity of them, as 
who are the profane dbuſers of. the Scripture * Why, 
ſtand the Apoſtle in Rom. 4. 28, and'other "Rey exc] 
Rites and Chmida {as hirnfelt underſtands him) þ | 
out Moral Works too, from any Share in our } 10n, + 
Perfons whom he finds Enemies to GoodHForts, and profane 
ture, any one may ſec,” that reads what before in -Diſ l 
ſpeRing' himſelf, we ehearfully abate. the Word) Profane, y«titake the Liberty 


of ſaying, that, who hath abuſed ſome Parts'!of the Scripture, 
thoſe two Texts of it, which Rznd in the Front of _ ane beveve his 
Readers need not £0 far'to Hind. A) 
Onee 'more, Page go. ** Let ts not then be dywa mto phead Camempt 
44 of Guud Works, how bitterly and vehemently ſoever 4ny *n&y decry them, 
«« and us upon that' Account”: Burt let us ftill thew our Faith by our yon —— 
them;”' We 


«« and challenge ourAdverfaries to ſhew (if they can):thears witfout 


afe not thoſe Adverſaries that ever -yet thought or - ſpake-coſtemptuouſly of 
Good Works: So much-greater Friends'are-we.t9 Good Wirrks,. thag- Me. 


Balch, that m our — we prov _ aJIC —igynax A er ncple, whence 


they may flow|; whereas he #. Thing, But in;rHpect of Juſtif- 
F , leſt wo; thould put Con- 
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cation, we do indeed hink /c 
tempt upon'the Grai#t 
After all, to do Juft 
ſion, that there is but © 
Places of his Sermon 3 * Ro (t-man' 
Preaching up Chrift in h fo 
to his Laws, and infiffir 
their Faith by their Works | 
And this perhaps more in the lat 
<«< that they who in theſe Times 
ec - <itwxAh of Works) and who x 


4 [ CN 5; ery. 
delopatansLoksn, * Howeye,that this & all, 
branded and ftigmatiz'd 6&cgal Preachers 

try wer. ried out ag.$025 not' ft to 


«< live, as leading their People blindfold to DeftruQtion ,---Js, contend/for,”” 
as he ſaysPage 19th; we cannot allow. Mr. Bakhhimſelf, we, jhink; has gone 


much 


ed Brethren, having never heard the Cauſe, yet we aretart, ſuchPreach- 
ing as we find in the Sermon we are now conc with, world not -be\plea- 
ling to us. | And we leave it with him to conſider, how far his] 11 and apparent 
DefeQtion from the Form of ſound Words may have been the uy Occaſion 
bf 'many innocent Perſons of his Order ſuffering Reproach, | 334 


" Secondly, We proceed to take Notice of ſome unſound Peat of DoQtine, 
which we : find rehieavſed/and defended againſt ſome of his accyfing Brethren, 
in his x'to'a Pamphlet, publiſhed by him, + Sept. 11. 17 44+ 
And refpeQting theſe A#ticles, we think, Mr. Balch will byvt no Reaſon to 


complain, if we ſoinetimes ſhould conſider OI 


beyond this; "andthe? we' do not he Gauge betiyeen him and his 


F 
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with Relation to Dotrines delivered in the Sermon which we have already re- 
mark'd upon, and compare his ZE xplications therewith. 


F, The Article which he. firſt rehearſeth and defendeth, -is this, .* Com» 

© munion with God confiſts in receiving Bleſſings and returning T hanks,”'\ 
Concerning which we would ſay, 

1. That if this Deſcription of Communion with God, be conlider'd 2g it 
Rands, we think it defe&7ive ; it being not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed. Here's 
nothing determining the: Nature of the Bleflings received, or diſcovering the 
internal Principle and Frame: from and with which the "Thanks are returned, 
And yet Cemmunion with God is underſtood of a gracious Intercourſe. Here's 
nothing in theDeſcription, that forbids the Reader's underſtanding Communion 
with to conlift,'on' the -one Hand, 'in'a meer Participation in the com- 
mon Favours of his Providence, Food, Raiment, &c ; and on the other Side, 
in the bare Opus Operatumy the meer outward Performance of the Duty of 
Thankſgiving, without any Grace in the Heart: Which is indeed the Method 
of Duty praCtis'd-in the! Remiſb Church, to-fay ſo many Prayers, do ſo many 
Alms, &c. without any Regard/what:Part the Soul acts in the Work, Wicked 
Men may enjoy ſuch a CommunionswithiGod, - as well as good Ones. They 
receive Corn, Wine, and Oyl from him,” and-the alſo. can draw near him with 
their Mouth, and honaur hitn with thhir £ 13-2nd ye "tis paſt all diſpute, that 
God can have no Communtan'pro erly -wi wluchias- are unreconciled, and 
unconformed to him. ' 1-999 2 2; GA ab ef | 

But then, : * + 5n27 lt barons few 
ly, that he. a h.ſo- explain 'T this his Deſcription of 
Communion with God, as ta obviateth avons, He lets us know, that 
he hath occafionally ſaid, ** *Fha tC un ns with God intends a- gractors 
«© Intercourſe or Commeteeibetwe en hir a bs finfol Creatures here on the 
© Earth.” Again, he denies” 


2. Mr. Balch will teplyy 


| ickes Men have.Communion with-God. 
Yea, he acknowledges the neceſſary-(perations. of the Hely Spirit in this Com- 
munion': And - plainly makes fpirituat gracious Bleſſings, to be, the Bleffings 
received. ' 44 When God by his Spirit, accompanying the Word, enlightens, 
«© fanQtifes, and comforts a Believer ;and the -Bekeyer in return, © fears, 
6. Joves,'and rejoices in God, and fets himſelf,to ferve' and. hohour him, by a 
<< faithful: and zealous Diſcharge of his: Duty ſuch, an: one; may be ſaid to 
<6 walk: with. God, or to lead a Life-of- boly. Communion with him.'” We 
have nothing toſay: againſt this his ſecondaryDeſcription.--However, we can't 
help obſerving, 

T. That Mr. Bach doth not abſolutely;deny bis having deſctibed Com- 
munion with God, in the Terms of the Charge. 

One would be ready to:think him Conceeding it, © I ſhall ay but little 
*© to this, how heinous ſoever it may appear in ſome People's Eyes, If I have 
© taught no more than this of Communion with God.!*'---Now if Mr. Balch 
did ſufter ſo defetive a Deſcription to drop from him at any Time ; we 
think he can't in Reaſon wonder, that any infelligent Hearer ſhould diſlike it, 
until his Explication came, 2. We 
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2. We are. ſorry to ſee, that however Myr. Balch ch bach at ("es 


himſelf more ſatisfaftorily upon Communion with God 32080 
is accompanied with-ſo much Juſtification of the Terms} his 

Deſcription. He ſeems loth to give it up at lt. —— NC 
it gives farther Reaſon to think, that it was his , own rea Of- 
& ſhall ſay but little to this, how heinous ſoever it may ſcerh | in ſom 
« Eyes: It ſeems to me, that if I have taught no more than:fhis,ofCom 
« with God; it is more, however, than thoſe who find Fiult with! ity 
6c underſtood. '” Hence alſo to juſtify himſelf jn deſcribing Lommunion with 
God, as he is charg'd with doing, he cites Dr. Manton as agfteing with him' in 
the Deſcription, *« According to Dr. Manton, it confi :,in Denatives and 
« Duties, i. e, (if I underſtand him - right)- in Gifts ang; IYeflings \by; God 
* beftowed| upon us, & Duties by us performed to him.” New.if we have found 
the Place in |Dr. Manten, which Mr. Balch refers.to, vis. tis Sermon on Cant. L. 
I. 12. there is ſomething of Unfairneſs in the Citation : FEoj the Dotier doth _ 
not fay, That «+ Communion with God conſiſts in Donatives and Duties,” 7 
as Mr. Balch has repreſentedy him ; __ that #* in all AS; of Communion 
© with God, there is an, Jnterel of. Donatives and Dues,” How. much 
this latter difters-from e for er,” we leave E Judgment;pf our Readers. 
If Mr. Balch had look% ew Lines fa _ vl the Dethir” $ Dermon, he 
would have fount bc at-much agrees Wi n tevondary Deſcrip- 
tion, than his pryl " '; gs s be: utual, and con- 
fiſts in Acts of It fron; us to-him.”” 
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Mr. Balch'| 
1I.-<4 The nes 
£6 need of applying 
* cafion I ever ga 
«© ding.one ſpeaki 


> Thar © there ras no 
h T3e urmoſt Oc- 
= this ;;.that apprehen- 

od of Chrift; tand it i the groſs literal 
© Senſe, I told him, he Jid of vt ſeem: to underfignd himſelf ; 4 was not the 
| $6 material Blood of Chriſt, takes | in that groſs Wnſe, that wayld. cleanſe | the 
«+ Heart, or purge away Sin ; ; that by the Blood of Chri/t, ' whin uſed in ſuch 
« a Manner, we were to underſtand the Vertue and Merit of\}is Death; and 
«4 the Efficacy of that pure and holy De#trine, \which he whe” > thereb 
| If Mr: Balch was ſenſible, that any of his Flock had imbiYF fo datk ind 
| groſs a Conception of divine Things as this ; we think: be dit; well thus to 
' corte&t and inftruct them :' And if what he hath here ſaid, be #h} wholeTruth, 
relating to-that Aﬀair, we think, ry re have accur/ him, mn aſp 


| wherein he did not deſerve it. 

* Mr: Balch goes on-in wiping off theCharge, dyllanina, c& AFd-I con Ca cncbear 
« fully Appeal to my conftant Hearers, and to all that know-we, r it 
©, ig poſſible that this Article ſhould be true in any other Senje.. It never en- 
<< tred into my Heart, 1 know that there | is no other — given 
muſt. | 


Lag 


4+. Heaven-among Men,..but the Name of. 
-- be es. '” | But he will nevertheleſs ſuffer us lo > UE 
E 


\ . 
” 
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© Perſons; who ſpike as honourably and ftrongly of Chriſt's Name and Merits 
as himſelf doth; acknowledging alſo with him, that there is no other Name 
than that of , whereby Salvation can be obtained ; and yet have made a 
Teſt of the 4 tion of thoſe Merits ; i. e. the particular Application of them 
to the-Perſon to be juſtified, which is performed on God's Part by Imputation, 
and on: Man's Part by the Acceptance of Faith. Now tho' we do not accuſe 
Mr. Balch, as guilty according to the Charge -of the Article ; yet we heartily 
wiſh he had in ue other Writings, eſpecially the Sezrmm above confidered, 
made Proviſion of a ſuitable and ſufficient Method of applying the Merits of 
Chrift's Blood. (For we think his Faith will utterly fail of performing this 
Office.) © Had he done this, it would much more eftectually have filenc'd his ' 
Accuſers, and vindicated his Reputation, than all his Aftrmations and Nega+ 
tions to that End will do.----- We wiſh alfo he had explain'd himſelf clearly as 
to © the Virtue and Merit of Chriſt's Death, and theEftcacy of his Do&rine,”' 
how he underſtands them, and how he diftinguiſhes between them, 


The next Article is, © RE 
TIL. << That Paul was a good Main he \was converted as he went to 
« Damaſcus, and that that Cot was On =” to Chriftianity,” 
In Reference to ha Yes .£ y Wo | 12 
1: That we concur" ih Mrs 7 ahh ia ks | Wowith reſpect to the 
Converſion of ſome both Jews and» Proſelytes, "0b: which -we Trad in the News- 


Teſtament. But yet "it is © Ter! zin, t t n ſos wi ul was not in 
Chri/t, + before his Journey tc ? ſcu ni r Cal an \ teve that he was 
a good Man, i. e. : rognetionay' an, b ecaule as £9 þ ethren is a genu- 
ine CharaQRter which pertains era Kind,” (fo « 4 contrary we ſup- 


poſe that a rooted and Þ | s the dn: live in all good 
Conſcience before God(1 in a far be ah rg r Senſe/! ban P if had done )- is ſufficis 
ent to determine that the Perſonh : od. f [Death to Life. "And this 
Enmity Paul was infeted with, u "the Þ ed) Je4vs bad appeared to him 
on the Way-to Damaſcus. 

2. '\Again, "Tho' we readily iced to Mr. Balch, that it is not e/ſential to 
Chriſtianity, either to believe or diſbeheve, that Paul was then a good Man : 
Yet nevertheleſs we'are of the Opinion, that much more is' requiſite to denote 
a regenerate Man, than all that which is here alledged in Favour of Paul. 
| More particularly, 

(1.) That he lived in all good —_— before Ged (Adts 23. 1.) We ſup» 
poſe to' be inſufficient for this : Which we think will a if we conſider 
in what Senſe Paul uſed the Phraſe, And here we may obſerve, 

1. "That there is a good Conſcience in a legal Senſe ; that is, when a Man is 
conſcious to himſelf that both his Perſon and his Actions are innocent, and free 
from Sin, even in the Eye of the Law. A good Conſcience, in this Senſe, no 
meer Man ſince the Fall has in this Life attained to. 
 -— 


©+ Rom, 26, 7+ 


2. There 
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« There is a good Conſcience in an ev angelical Ste as whey 
ſciows to himſelf, that his Perſon is eccepted id of Ged in Chrift, * ate: 
right in his Walk, or ſincere in his Obedience to the whole ravta 
God, 3 

A good Conſcience in this Senſe ever ſuppoſeth the Righteouſue Tt 
 nene have it but they whoſe C:n/ciences are, by the Blood of Ch 
dead Works, to ſerve the living Grd. + ----But- a Believer, being: ted 
God in Chrift, may have a good Conſcience, tho' he be not rightec us butely 
with that perfect inherent Righteouſneſs which the moral Laxy exats : Be. 
cauſe he knows that God, in the new Covenant, graciouſly; Accepts of that 
univerſal and ſincere Obedience to his revealed Will, being the Obedience | of 
Faith, notwithſtanding it is very imperfeCt in the Eye of the mer:1 Law. Yet 
every ſincere Chriſtian is preſſing forward toward perfe& Holingſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs : And we know that his Righteouſneſs mult exceed the Ehnendin of 
a Phariſce ; otherwiſe he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gow. 

3. There is a good Conſcience in ayet lower Senſe of the Phraie, 1, © : meer 
moral Senſe : Which ariſes to a Manfrc om his having followed 'uprightly the 


” Fo 
OLDER DIY UID YT TUES 
Et | _ ze 
/ ” 


Guidance or DireRion of E p<pording to the Lig bt ( either 
| of Nature or of _— e doing of anydufinel what- 
ſoever. In this Cel entiles, when they : ith Reaſon: aad Juftice! i in 
any Aﬀeair, may be have a good Conſcience {ho r Conſcieitce witne 1 


g having dohe any Ev 
onthe Prattice of ſundry 
obſe e heze/ That po Un- 
Senſe. For, þs thePer/orof 


to their Integrity, 


And many Exam 
Virtues have been m 
behever can havea 


an Infidel is not w - nf _— e | © fo neither tis his Yay, or 
Courſe of Life : Andtho*mar a7 DAM gia able, ang >vith reſpe&t to 
| them, his Gon/cience be CY FEST wx to the ſam; Actions his 
| Conſcience may, in the angelical Se ” The Heathiy act upright- 


ly, according to the Light that is infithem, in the Reverence which they pay to 
kr Priefts, and in offering of Sacrifices to the falſe Deities which they wor- 
| ſhip : Yet their Conſcience therein is defiled.---- Abimelech had a ed Conſcience, 
when he effay'd to take another Man's Wife to his Bed. + - But ſuppeſe that 
ſhe had not been. a married, but a fingle Woman, his may: in that Ac- 
tion, would not have been free from the Pollution of Error. Az;d conce 
them that are defiled and unbelicving, in general, the Apoſtle obſer1;es, that wnto 
them nothing is pure, but even their Mind and Conſrience 15 defiled.. Tit. x; '15. 
Hence it appears, that a Man may have a good Conſcience ( i..c e. mrally ſa ) with 
reſpe& to many of his AZions, and yet not be a gaid Man. And this we ſup or 
to have been the Caſe of Paul, before his Convenion, i in his Jo-wneyr to 
maſcus. 

08 If i it be objefted, that Paul had a cool Conſcience,.; not with Re 
ſpeR to ſome particular AQtions, but univerſally, according tothe Letter of 

* Eph. "WY: f Heb. 9. 14- 4 _ a Ie + Gig 20«'$ 5 
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che Text, _ 23+ 1. T have lived in all good Conſcience before God until this Day, 
 Anſw. We anſwer that the Greek Word tranſlated, 7 have lived, has noRe- 
krince to is Series or Courſe of his Life in general ; but only t6his Beha- 
viour conſfider*d as a Citizen, or Member of he Comimon- wealth of the Fews ; 
25 appears to learned Men, from the Notation thereof. However he had lived 

in other Reſpets, yet he had been no mover of Sedition, he had not attempted 
to raiſe up the People, either in the Synagogue of in the City * He never went 
about'to profane the Temple, nor had he done to the Tews any Wrong. But with 
Reſpe& to theſe Particulars, had behaved with a/! good Conſcience before God 
until that very Day. Nor can we imagine that Paul ſhould, in his Anſwer be- 
fore the Council, attempt to clear himſelf of any Thing that he was net accuſed 
| of or that he was yet ſo much of a Phari/ee, as to boaſt of a holy and fpot- 
& Life from his Infancy, before the Council, when he was not accuſed of any 

Thing but of tranſgreffing the Law of the Fews. 

2. Neither does Pan/'s profeſſing himſelf to have been blamele/s, touching the 

"3h Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, prove js he was a goed Man, Becauſe 
8 whoſoever goeth about to eftabliſh that i aaſne/s, " not ou to the Righ- 
4 teouſneſs of Ged, i. e; to the vu bteo1 om. ,---6. And 
ry n Wy vr'9 = ev muftificd by pat Righteoul- 
Ghri/t ſhatl - + 2-4k ; but his Media- 


_ x" "4 EY. 44 . f "8" 
py a, cbev many of his E- 
ie/tr r Was not a Re- 


e Apoſtle himſelf In- 


m,- ſo long as any Man ſhall imagine; 
* nefs-which is of the Law, vemly- 
tion ſhall be to him in vai 
, Nor was Pau!'s Page 
- guals, any Proof of highhaw 
E ligion taught of God inuthet 
MF forms us, it was the 10, 


| The next AR Ti@0u8 

IV; That wherever that 
Spirit afforded to make it effeetualt 

Concerning which we ſay; If: 
1x: That we harmonize with Mr: ks in the Dodtrine, which he would 
advance from thisPrinciple, viz.-*< ThatMen ought to be warned not to grieve 
« the Holy Spirit, not to receive the Grace of God in vain,” Sc, For we be- 
lieve with him, ** that the Miſery of wicked Men, who finally periſh from 

_ under the Goſpel, will be owing to their own Careleſneſs and Negligence, 

2. Yet we judge that this Dotrine does not ftand/in need of a falſe Prin- 
ciple to ſupport it ; as we eſteem this to be, viz. That wherever the Goſpel is 
read or preached &c. (2s before)--It is withGrief of Mind that we obſerve ſome 
Perſons to abuſe * the Doarine of that ſpiritual Impotence, which has invaded 

I our Nature by the Fall, to Sloth and Negligence, And had Mr. Balch only 
—*  aflerted, that this Impotence or Weakneſs in unregenerate Men lyes in their t#*lls, 
[2 that *tis choſen and ob/tinate, and conſiſts in their voluntary Proven the Grace 
that is offered them, and that there is in the Mediator ſuch Proviſion made 
- oO — . 
. * Acts ” I2, t Gal, 2. 21. | Gal.-1, ls" 3 

0. +4 E—; for 


$2 


for Men's Affiftance, as well as Acceptance, as will be /u freiet to renlieeichiat 
Sloth, and Negligence in the Uſe of Means, fotever inexcuſa3h.in the Eye of 
every rational and impartial Mind ; we ſhould|have had noxtpg to object. 
But we can by no means believe, that there is a\| Suffictency of * is Spirit to re- 
move this Obſtinacy of the Will, aftually vouchſafed to_ every Ftr/on | fits 
under the Goſpel, and t2 make it efeftual to Salvation. For we; - hink ?tis| evi- 
dent, by that which Mr. Balch has ſaid in Defence of his Aﬀ tion, that he 
intends there is a Sufficiency of the Spirit afforded to make the "Colpel effeflual 
to Salvation to every individual Perſon, who either reads or: h;prs the Goſpel 
read or preached, _ For theſe are his Words ; <*! To ſay, that” th c GoſpeliSal- 
«« vation is inſufficient, is not only to contradi&/the Apoſtle, Who afhirms|that 
© Grace abounds and reigns in the Goſpel Diſpenſation z but tis alſo: (in my 
*© Opinion) to charge Ged with Feooliſhneſs, in nt having calcyl ted and pro- 
6 portion'd the Means to the End. And with Unrighteauſn;/7100,! in |that 
« he will puniſh and aggravate the Cendemnatiqn of wicked Men, for their 

© having abuſed GoſpelLight.and (pace 3 ; when|yet it was neyiej: accompanied 
«© with a Sufficiency of þ#& Spare taramiake it ring to Salvaticn?”? | 

I'o whi ch W ords he adds, « Let the | 9p can bear luch Conſequences 
maintain the Opiniane Fw hich: Babs Opinion (it 19e underſtand 
him) that hers 's not'a & y-of the Spiret 3 companying the Goſpel, to 
make t e/7e47 ugh to Salva "to every ind 7 uz *5 r{on that zelids it! or hears 
it read or preachadanll ht mb 2 > Mr. Balch hath aid, of any 
other which! wel ve fe = that this Ogyn'on, at which 
he ſeems to havef ainſt any' Affirmation of 
the Apoſile, or 1s! If, which: hz mentions, 

1, We can't cot De tho't 40: contradit? the 
Apoſtle. May nottheC BF the Spirit; and the Power 
of Ged unto Salvation to: y © ie t | i6 et! > altho' there: pe not a Suffi- 
ciency of the Spirit accompanyin it, to nak It/effectual to Saliiation |to every 
individual Perſon that reads it, or hears it preached ; ? And may'not Grace a- 
bound and reign 'in the Goſpel- Diſpen/ation, in all them who haze received a 
Abundance of Grace and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, even unto. ;L. fe eternal ; 
while others |have not That Grace afforded them which is.effe:3#al to\ſet Ae 
free from the reigning Power of Sin and Death] We can dig no. Cantra= 
diction to any 'Thing which the Apoſtle has alerted, if thels Queſtions be 
anſwered in the Afirmative.,---Moreover, we know that ' althb" there be but 
few choſen, compared with the many called, yet abſolutely confidfred, | | there is 
a great Multitude which no Man can number, unto whom Graze, aboyndy and 
in- whom it reigns unto eternal Life. Rev. 7. 

2. Neither can we think that this Opinion A A with] = Conſequence 
which Mr. Ba/ch mentions. More particularly, 

(1.) It does not ** charge God with We in not _ cabplans and 
© proportion'd the Mean: to the End. 
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Mr. Balch will grant, that a Perſon's Averſion from the Uſe of Means does 
in no wiſe detract from the Aptitude of the Means to the End. And that if 
this Averſhion be removed from ſome by a greater Meaſure of the Spirit given 
to them, than to others, they may find the Means wiſely adapted to the End ; 
while the fNlothful Perſon periſhes in the diſuſe or negle& of the Means. 
Moreover, we diſtinguiſh between a bare U/e of Means, and a Blefſing at- 
tending the Uſe of them. The Hu/bandman will not, in the Uſe of the beſt 
Means, attain his End without a divine Ble/ſing attending the Uſe of them : 
And God may cauſe the Farvef? to fail, not becauſe of his n-g/efing the 
Means, but for ſome other Offence ; nor ſhould he then be excus'd from the 
Charge of Impiety, if he ſhould impute his want of Succeſs to the F-lly of the 
Means, wherein his God hath infirufted him, God |has obliged us to wor# out 
our own Salvation with Fear and Trembling, in the Uſe of Means : But till he 
reſerves the Bleffing in his own Hand. He does not give us Grace, as a 
ReQtor or Judge, according to any ftated Law ; but as a ſovereign Benefattor, 
he works in us to Will and to Do according #6 his good Pleaſure, Phil. 2. 1% 

(2.) N-ither does this Opinion impl lhe Conde of * Unrighteuſne/s in God ; 
<«« in that he will puniſh and aggrauatethe war of wicked Men for their 
©+ having abuſed Goſpel- Light "all G ;when yer it was never accompanied 
«© with a Sufficrtency of the Sparet ton nk effettual to Salvation.” 

Mr. Balch does not pretend; that” Man Grace eno” 
*© at once to go thro* andaceom a his Salvation, but 
«© that /o much is given as may beyari yn I is nextly and imme- 
« diately required of hiny en a\N s imp which,” he may from the 
<« divine Goodneſs hope for more. w c __ 4 Suppoſe the Man 


does net improve the firfÞ® | 3 which is ſuffici- 
ent for that which is nextly-and>ir t of thim, but _ this 
Goſpel Light and Grace, yea, and © Abuſe for many Years, 

leQting ſo much as once feriouſly-to a powerful Motives which 


are ſet before him in the Goſpel, to excite him ts turn and live; in this Caſe 
we cannot conceive why God may not, without any Shadow of Inju/tice, puniſh 
him for that Abuſe of Goſoel-Light and Grace, with a more ſore Puniſhment, 
than if that Light and Grace had not been given, or not been ſo long continued 
to him. For whether God would, or would not, have given him more Grace, 
on Condition of his improving the firſt, that alters not the Caſe with 'Reſpe&t 
to his Faftice | in puniſhing lim for the Abuſe of thatGrace which he had already 
received. 

And we firmly believe, that not only wicked Men who are favoured with 
the Goſpel, but alſo the very beft of God's gracious Servants, have fo often 
abuſed Goſpel-Light and Grace, as that God might (if he ſaw fit) withdraw 
his Grace and Favour from them, and puniſh them, yea and aggravate their 
Condemnatim too, for ſuch Abuſes, without any Imputation of Unrighteauſne/s 
in God, even in their own Conſciences. See P/al. 130. 3. 

And now having eflay*dto free thisOpinion fromContradiRtion to the Apottle; 
and from the horrid Conſequences which Mr. Balch would deduce from it ; 
we 
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we proceed in the next Place to conſider the contrary Opining which he en- 
deavours to eſtabliſh ; viz. «© That wherever the Goſpel iy read or preached, 
« there is a Sufficiency of the Spirit afforded, to make it ef eral t0| Safvation,” 
Mr. Balch, in the Explication and Defence of this Princi Y, faith ;| 66It is 
6 not vretended that wicked Men have in Fa# all that Gee given them, 
«© that gpoad Men have ; but that the Reaſon why they have [ow is | becauſe 
« they reſe/t, refuſe, or receive in vain, the Grace frft givin” Bute we in- 
quire, whence is it that they thus refift, refuſe or receive i Zain |the Grace 
when it's firft given ; which, it ſeems, good Men do not:? "And what is it 
that makes the latter to differ from the former ? Was it notia larger Meaſure 
of the firſt Grace given to theſe, which remoyed their Averſrop': rom thejirDuty, 
and proved effeftual to excite them to that which was nextly ng immediately re- 
quired of them ; when yet the fir Grace given to the other was not ſufficient 
to overcome the Ob/tinacy of their Fills ? Or were theſe, by Nature, more 
inclined to Virtue, than thoſe 7 | 
The judicious DoQtor” Sander 
and Foundation of the whole: 


obſerves, That it is hp rroceel Principle 
of © agiani/m, ViZ. * Facient: quod 1 in /e 


aft, Deus non poteſt, non debit, denegare ( 6 "That th "him who does 
« what in him lyes, God cannot, Prints. tto deny his Eace.'”” * And 


we ſuppoſe that be calls it a decauſc the Hypogheſis or | Suppo- 
\ : 
res dre. that ere arein Fat urregenerateMen 


ſition contained in it is 
found under the = ds all —_ in th fires in ordef:% their Conver- 
| | Men arc in a Ctate | of Nature 


fion. \For we believe 4 ROWAney is 
was an ynzegenerate Man 


to that which is 

S who did all chat He'might poof common Grace, towards 

his own Converſion, or Ir any regenerate. Man that does 
of Grace ir; E jmſelFf. 


what in him lyes forthe F ate C 

So long as Sin dwelleth in any  Pertkonp be\ Ill 72/5 the Graft of God, more 
or leſs, even tho' he be not four Se the Dominion of Sin, but: {1h nder the Influ- 
ence of Grace in the main Bent of%his Walk Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſb lufteth 
againſt tht Spirit. And as to unregenerate Men, who are uncer the reigning 
Power andDominion of Sin,they are fo far from doing what the 7 might do (conm- 
ſidered as rational Creatures) towards their ownConverfion, thai. they are utterly 
umwilling that God himſelf ſhould work in them that which is will pleaſing in _ 
Sight : And if they are fo far enlightned, that they diſcer tze Neceflity of | 
their Converhon, in order to their eſcaping the Damnation at Hell, and pray 
to God for renewing Grace, yet ſuch is their Love to Sin,* that their Heart 
will, like 4u/?in's of old, ſay, Not yet, Lord ;\| but let me en ay the Pleaſures | 
of Sin ſomewhat longer firſt. So that if Me. Balch, when ts; aſſerts 'a Suffi- 
ciency of the Spirit to accompany the Goſpel, to make it effittual to Sabvation 
to-them that read or hear it, intends it only of thoſe Readers or;Hearers who do 
never reſiſt, refu e, or receive in vain the firſt Grace given; Wethen-verily be» 
lieve, that (if his were really the Caſe) there would not ke a my of 


* Sermon on 1 Chron, 21, 29, | 
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Spirit to make the Goſpel effeftual to Salvation to any Perſon at all: Be- 
cauſe,as we judge, there are none but what do more or leſs re/i/?, or refuſe, or 
receive m van the firſt Grace. 

We obſerve, that the Papi/ts generally make but little D:Rerence ( if any at 
= ) between that which they call /ufficient Grace and effeftual Grace. | They 
, that there is Grace accompanying the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, ſufficient to 
sf. all that live under it, to be wi/ling to believe, to be converted, and to 
work that which is good. * 

A And this ſuppoſed Grace the Remon/trants call both /ufficrent and effeftual, 

F , in a different Senſe, Sufficient ( ſay they ) becauſe Vim habet producend! effettum, 4 

WB it hath Power to produce the Effet ; and effefual, when by the Co-operation 

IS of the 7/771] of the Perſon, it aRually attains to the Effet : Yet fo that by the 
Wickedneſs of the Perſon it might have been without the Eftect. As when a 

Man opens theDoor to a Priſoner,takes off his Fetters,and reaches out hisHand 

to him, &c. the Priſoner has then a ſufficient Power to eſcape, and to gain his | 
Liberty ; and if he exerts himſc]t and acthant * zes forti [It Ss then an effectual 
Power: But if he is unwilling to gale han d & hs WED remain where he 

was, then the Grace or Favo ”— | Jens ſuf yet it 

proved not eft<Etual for his Edlare > 

But to this we ſay, we gall — 
the Priſoner, until he is « tual 
;mpoſſible for him to preva 
over, *tis obvious to all,f k of, is not 
in it's own Nature eftectaaFbutthe Ef thereot Ben the HI. of 
Mean, and not on the Influene ou f the =o ay of \C ny 5n'the | cart. 

Nor can we think any Fan aa vis. That it never 
had, nor will have any {fe on forr the Fall of Adam 
until the Day of Judgment, 4 **=» 3 X » SN; Sh. 

And if this only be the ſufficient or *feldun "Gr which Mr. Ba/ch pleads AF 
for, we cannot but think his Opinion comtmacietory to thoſe Words of: our 
blefſed Saviour, 41! that the Father giveth me, fhall come unto me, John 6: 47, 
and fertile of many very diſmal Conſequences, beſides this, 'viz.” That. Gop 
may be fruſtrated of his Purpoſe of Grace towards his Elect; which if any-can 
bear, let them maintain the Opinion. For our Part, we firmly believe, that 
the Father has given to Jeſus Chriſt his Son, Power over all Flefh, for this End, 
That he ſhruld give eternal Life ts as many a; the Father hath given "72g Joh: 17: 
2. And that neither the Purpoſe of the Father, nor Deſign of the Son, ſhall be 
diſanulled, 

Moreover, Whereas Mr. Balch ſaith, he *< believes that Gop is good, ; and; 
«that he has ne Pleaſure in the Death of Sinners ; but has done, to prevent jt, - 

6s whatever became a ware, and righteous, and merciful Father and Covers 


OG ets, Contr. 13d. de Grat. & Lib. arbit. Lib, I. Can." 3. 2. as. quo"! | 
ted by Turret. + Vid Phil. Limb. Theol. Chit. Lib. 4.. Cap. .12... Ft 
p. t Tan}. in Augu/?. Lib. 3. Cap. 3. as quoted by Tur. BW 
_ 2 «© nour, 
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*« nour; to do :”” We reply, that we believe i in py ſame Patiical; of God 
alſo; and are perſwaded that he did what became ſuch an infinitly perfe&t and 
glorious Being, fo related to his Creatures, to prevent the Apoff! icy of the An- 
gels, which kept not their firſt State, and to preyent the Fall oft9 r firſt Parents 
in Paradiſe ; yea, and that he now does nothing pnbecoming his YerfeRions, or 
his Relation towards that very numerous Part of Mankind, frofa whom! he is 
pleaſed to with-hold theGrace of God which bringabSalvation, | Win theLight of 
the glorious Goſpel of Reconciſiation. 

Again, we heartily concur with Mr. Balch, in the followin! Wolk ; « I 
& believe, that if any Man is ſenſible of his Need of divine —_— Wiſdom, 
* and aſ#s it of God, diſpoſed to improve it for his Glory and his vi7yn and others 
& Good, it ſhall be given him.” But then we add, that we alſcfbelieve,! that 
the Per/on here deſcribed has already recerved that Grace, which, we ourſelves, | - _ 
according to the Scripture, * call efectual. : 


4 i 

V. Mr. Balch faith, **.Thenext Particular. is, And that b was any the 
practical Part that wail ' + 't#\mate Men happy.” Paſſing t what himſelf 
hath ſpoken undettus: win his own Vindication ;. we! hall only ſay, 
T hat if he unde ctical +, So Op poſition to the} arren Know- 
ledge, meer naked” | By dn, which is all gc Religion of 
Multitudes whodiv move» : practical Part will cake in 
juſtifying Faithvinþ g Fruits, whzreof j it 45 the 
Principle : Ang — ni ar4 be [troubled 
with ſuch as co SIIES | bs $7 by the. pragtical Part Mr. 
Balch. intends, w 2, ar F Dermpe,” upon whict-we have re- 
mark'd; calls Chi el Ry ” Good Weyrks, Well-de- 
And when —_ 'e wha niriqnly panting to negke Men happy, 

Part-wi rr V #happy, withgat that cordial 
Reception of Chriſt's 1d. fanchifying Influences, by £4incere Faith, 
concerning which we ken in"-our View of his Sermon :: © in this Light 
we cannot ſay with him, that 1t 1s the practical Part only, that it anting to make 
Mem happy. For theAbſence of this Faith makes it impoſſible that the true prac- 
tical Part of Religion ſhould have a Being : An/empty Shew, 1 lifeleſs Care 
caſe of Religion there may be, and only ſuch. b 1] 


ing, &c. 
if he mean, that this ; 


a es 


VI. «« The next Article is a Paſſage taken fobm a Sermon [Freachpd 4 
« three Years ago ; when ſpeaking of the young Man that cxne | tg ou pI 
« yiour, and aſk'd him, # hat he ſhould ds that\he might have Qernal Lifag | 
« ſay, that our Lord ſaw no ill Intention in bim, | at this Time, nat 

If Mr. Balch when he ſaid, «+ Qur Lord faw no ill Intenti 

meant only, that our Lord look'd upon him as not coming 
and Malice of the Scribes and Phariſees in his Heart, or Hy 


titude who followed him for | the Sake. of "bis \ maths for ' 
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3 but as 


him with ſome Degree of Reverence and Honour of 
and a cere Deſire of being inſtruted of him in the Way of 
vation : {we fay) Mr. Baich means no more than this, we have little or 


20 abje&t againſt it. Mr. Balh,-we bope, don't think that this young 
was without ; Faulk, or that our Lard ifaw them not. Dr. Adfanton takes 
yr groſs Faults i inhim, viz. 4+ He aſked in thePhariſecsSenſe, # hat 
«4 good T bin g ſhould be do ?---His next Fault was his love of Riches and worldly 
« T hings' ng the Love wherewith Chriſt Toved this young Man, the Dr; 
foppoſt to be-that of Caurtefy and Pity only. 


We haſten to-another ARTICLE, viz. 

VIE £** That Man by Nature is more inclined to Virtue, than Vice." 

We can't but efteem this to be very unſound, even according to the Senſe 
in which Mr. Balch has explained the Word Nature, if by Virtue he intends a 
_— Series of truly virtuous Actions, that Patient Continuance in well-doing, or 

=” > _ righteous Courſe of Life, which is w_ pee. bro" Chrift, and which he 

—  willreward with eternal Life. His Wiendeai ele If then you will 

** take the Word: Nature as we are obli ed to is Placc ( viz. Rom. 2. 
_ © 14-) and ſeveral my ' _ ll « gh Sl Nature we are 
— + mere inclined to /:riue. thar 2s + faid I, are al- 
5 ** ways on the Side of Virtueg4 4 d Wickcdneſs.” 
I of Man at 
as much as that 

fo f: r obliterated in 


We readily grant, that he Bawof Nature 
di Creation, is the Law of Gor, and-the Rule of « ory 
which. is. printed in the Billles Anda Law 

| the Minds of the Gentilagy *thereof, in man 
, Ciſcern the Difference.between & Juſt and Unjuſt, 
Vintue and Vice, And __ hats «6 bs thangeable Law 'of 
« (God, which he eftablif an Ordinan« of Nature i four hrſt Creation, 
«< that the Will of every Man » whicty is 4 e Fe C ountain w ence all our Actions 
« immediately low ) ſhould conform - | eg Judement of the praftick 
& -Underflanding, or Conſcience, as toit's p Sper ind Rnnddiate Rule, and yield 
64 itſelf to be guided thereby || :** Hence it would follow, That if-the Under- 
ng were in no wiſe Jarkened, but clearly diſcerned in all Caſes (-as the 
entiles did in many ) the Difference between Virtue and Vice, then Reaſon 
Conſcience would indeed alway be on the Side of Virtue, and never diſ- 
n to Wickedneſs and Vice. And the Fault ( in Caſe of Sin ) would 
in'the #7 only'; becauſe Reaſon fhew'd the right Way, and Con- 
= xe determin'd for that, "but the Will took the Wrong. Whereas now, on 
En = Hand, if the Underſtanding be dark, and thro! Error point out a 
CID wrong Way, and the Conſcience judge it to be right and good, 'and the Will 
"= itthe Fault is then chiefly in the Underſtanding and Conſcience, becauſe 

Vos + EI-OAS miſguided thereby ; and in this Caſe it cannot be ſaid, ths 
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And this we ſuppoſe "to be the 'Caſe of fallen Man, more. eſp#c%a] 
yet remains in an unconverted State : The Light that is in bim, 
how great then is that Darkneſs ? + | 5H 
The (zentiles, notwithſtanding the dim Light of Nature, m 
from the Law written on their Hearts, were alienated from the L 
the Ignorance which was im them, becauſz of the Blingneſs of their 
they are faid'to have been n honly under the Power of Dark 
Darkne/s itſelf. + And as to thoſe who are favoured with diyi | 
they are many of them deſtroyed for Lack of Knowledge. |» 7H 
vouſly thro' falſe Reafonings ; and ſometimes their Conſcience is | ared as with a 
bot Iron. Some do manyT hings, which are materially good, with: wrongEnds ; 
pray and give Alms, that they may be ſeen of Men '* ; ellay to mexit the[/Favour | 
of God by Faſting and by the Performance of vatious Duties. 4 3 Othars pitch ® | 
upon finful Means, to Obtain a good End. Some eſteem lawful'5 hings td be | 
unlawful, and cenſure their Neighbours for doingithem : And btyers doubt of | 
the Lawfulneſs of a Thing, and yet\do it. © Yea, there are thoſe ivho ( as Pault | 
did) perſecute and kill Chriſt's Diſciples, and © verily think tha? rgerein they do 
God Service.” And yet, accordinetoMr. Balch, « Reaſon and Confſcie 268d 
« always on the vide of Vertue, and-never diſpoſe Men to Vice anda icker Ws | 
© neſs. + DX 1h wr 4 i þ a: RY 
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We proceed to-another ART] LE," vie.- 
VIII. «© That" Morality is the Heightrof Che) nity.” | 
Upon which we briefly fay as follows: - Tt Sporal Law may;pe conſidered 


either as a Covenant, or agg Rule.” (Et Eos | 3 | 

In the firſt Senſe, CHRIST has re ieve rs dm it. - "They: a ddlivered 
| from the Law, Rom7.67 | They are * not under the Law, Rom: . 14. Nor 
| - may anyPerſon tf «« Teek atterRighteouſneſs by Works of theLaw*” if we con- 
fider the Law as a Covenant of Life.---But in the ſecond pars Miſe nh Are 
wider the Law to CHR1sT. The meral Law, as a Rule, ſheweth us the Dif- 
ference between Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, Holy and 7 nholy, No 
Perſon therefore can be diſcharged of his Obligation to obſerve th Law,!in' 


| Caſe whatſoever, But Believers are under the ſtrpngeſt Bonds t wifill the bad 
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\ Lawof Lowe ; yea, their Salvation partly confifts in their C0 ity to this 
\ Law. The happy Perſon, who is ſaved, not by Warks of Rights 4 whichohd 
# Holy. 


| bath done, but by the waſhing of Regeneration and the" renewing of 


— 


from Enmity to GoD ( which is but an Averfion/from this Law and he | has 
| the Image of God reſtored to him, which confifts ih his Conformiyy to the moral 
| Law, conſidered as a Rule of Righteouſneſs | and true Holineſs. If therefore 

| When it 1s alerted that Morality is the Height of Chriſtianity, :tDe intended: | 
| that it is the great Deſign of the Goſpel to ſanctify; ws thro? Faith: nd to bring | 
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Match. 6, a3 -— Eph. 4. 18, +|] Col. I. 13.53 
| Hoſ. 4, 6,” * Matth, 6. 4 Iſai, $8. 4 Rome, 


( 44) 


trengthening of us, to theObedience of the moral ts 
if bo a: en Kio HolineGs.only .; and that we grow.up- t | 


2 ** 


Perfection of Chriſtianity, not.otherwiſe| than. as We die nts. Sin - 

4 om teauſmeſe, by the Power. of Chriſt's RefurreQian;. er. 

. Whrds, Not otherwiſe than. as thro* the Supply of the ſpirit of Chriſt, we \be- g 

>=. come mÞre and more.conform'd-to the moral Law, in Heart and, Life ; wethen” 
Fu nging to object againft this Article : butyg{hall join with Mr. Balch in en» 
forcing anc inculcating the ſame, and in cenſurtg them that advance the+con- 


$i) *2 


bel Opinion, 2s Anitnomuans and Libertines, truly unworthy of*the cheiftian' 
: why Fo conclude, | 
Mr, Balch tells us, that be. is charg'd farther, in twq Articles, The firſt is 
<< That I have ſaid, ATertam-Yer/e in the Bible is miſtranſlated. '”” "The Mi 
tranſlatiqn. is,as he aſter tells us, Plal. 51. 5.Shapen'in [niquity, which he had ra> 
thes Rive read, born or brought forth in lnauily; If thiszwas all that gave Birth 
© the” Complaint of-any of his People, and Mr. Balch did not ſeek any Advan- 
| by ſuch an Alteration of the Tranſlation, to eneryate'the {criptural..Doc-, 
tine of the Moral Pollution of Man's Nam he comes. into the World 3 
a think;it was indeed too-trifling a Ln Aikad an Accuſation upon, 
ERS Tins he is charg'd will ST bat a wicked Man could 
FS as Muc of the Thmegs of another | | TI, an _—_ bo 4 To this 
we would fav, 'T hat without all ; Jc | Fgh.- | 106; different View 
= of all ſpiritual and divine Thin :\ He knows 
| apy afecr; another Manner PIN They h. of Religion 
and thoſe that reſpect anothe by other doth not; 
o they bave a Power an@® | dy the other, feels bo. | 
But that” tbe: general O4je#? c Wee" is neceflarily gr ” 
*than that df. the wicked Mari" bn to believe. Fon Ink» 
much 25.neither gracious, nor val dinarily bave any Knows || | 
Tedge of the Things .of-another World}e ; ey learn from$ctigtiizes £1," 
Revelation ;-and-theſe Soripture- -Revelatid do. rin \# conhder'd, arg appres 
 hended by þ e Reaſon, .in both regenerate and unregenerate ; and thisRea- 
| y. ;P% bly be eyen brighter and ſtronger. in ſome Unregenerite, than'j 
perate.; it appears, that wicked Men may.in Reſpect of the.C 
| -of their. Knowledge,. know as much. of the Things of another World” © 
good! Men. We:heartily wiſh every one of the Points of Doftrine whereof 
7 7 has been accuſed, had been as innocent as this. . It would: have, beens 
zreaters Pleaſure f0.ug to-have declared our: Concurrence with: mm, +han- f 


| fo are FR ieSnenef him, 
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